Scituate Water Resources Committee

Meeting of 23 February 2016
7:30 PM

Town Hall - DPW Office
Meeting Minutes -  

	Agenda Item
	Discussion



	1.  Call to Order
	Chair John Clarkeson called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM. 


	2.  Roll Call
	Members Present:  John Clarkeson; Becky Malamut; Shirley Young, Martha Cook
Members Absent:  

Also attending:  Kevin Cafferty (first 10 minutes), Samantha Woods (North and South River Watershed Association); Greg Morris

	3.  Review minutes from last meeting
	There were no minutes presented for review.


	4.  Water System Update
	None offered, other than to note that the contracts for the next phase of water line replacement will be presented to the Selectmen soon (Cafferty)

	Old Business

	5.  Stormwater By-Law Revisions
	Bylaw revisions are moving forward to Town Meeting.  The planning board did not lower the %age of development threshold for requiring upgraded stomwater treatment as we had requested, citing the higher protections already included in the Water Resource Protection District bylaws.  Our request would have expanded higher protections outside of the District.

	6. Water Conservation Plan
	The Economic Development Committee has unanimously approved the Water Conservation Plan.  The Conservation Commission has approved the Plan, after questions were answered. Samantha Woods asked we check to be sure the revised water restrictions and triggers established by the Selectmen are reflected in the Plan.  Also that annual usage data was brought up to date, in accordance with the Annual Statistical Report recently filed with the DEP.
According to the Plan timeline, the WRC is to begin reviewing water banking proposals.  Water banking is currently employed in Hingham and Stoughton.  

As the Board of Health continues to review permitting options for private wells, the WRC continues to ask that such permits be issued only on rare occasions and not simply for such things as lawn irrigation.  The impact on the water tables/water supply overall must be considered.  It is the WRC’s view that the limited water resources of Scituate are held in public trust (the legal foundation for the state’s Water Management Act) and that steps must be taken to ensure its preservation for health and safety purposes.  The Board of Health appears to struggle with accepting that same view. 

There is a recommendation in the Plan that a regional watershed conservation coordinator be funded by the communities of the watershed   A motion was made and passed that the WRC send a letter of support for such a position be established with the NSRWA with funding shared by Scituate and the other communities which fall in the North and South River Watershed.  That letter should be sent to the new Water Director Sean Anderson with a copy sent to Jim DeBarros.  


	New Business

	7.  Upcoming events:
Water Day March 22
Science Fair
	Something should be mentioned on the Scituate Facebook page in recognition of National Water Day. John C to follow up.
Another science fair is planned for April 14.  Jim DeBarros will follow up and be sure there are water conservation kits available to distribute.  Committee members are asked if they can volunteer time as well.  

	Other

	8.  Recent Correspondence
	Materials were provided by the planning board regarding a development proposed for 5 Williamsburg Way.  

	9.  Open discussion
	Regarding 5 Williamsburg Way - There is a tributary to the reservoir on the property.  As much of the design indicates the building, including the septic system, falls within the 150’ do not disturb buffer zone the initial reaction of the WRC is to be strongly opposed.  Compounding the issue is a stormwater trench leading to the tributary.  Greg Morris, site engineer for the project proponent was on hand and explained the project plans.
A planning board meeting to review the proposal has been scheduled.  John C will attend.  This item will be on the March agenda.
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