WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, February 20, 2018 
DPW Room, Town Hall
	Topic

	Call to order and assign tonight’s note taker
Tonight: Deb

Attendees:

Becky Malamut

Mike Clark

Deb Mooney-Smith

Shirley Young 

Becky Malamut

Sam Woods

Sara Grady

Sean Anderson

Kevin Cafferty

Michelle Craddock


	Water system update – Sean Anderson

See notes from Sean, hard copy

Re: increase in brown water complaints, he thinks it has something to do with the hydraulics of the system with the new pipes. Most of the complaints are from areas that would be affected by the new pipe under the rotary.



	Review streamflow releases and targets – NSRWA

Concern 1: Daily fluctuations are Eisenhower site. 

Concern 2: Running out of water. Sara mentioned that they have a new plan to shift triggers when the state declares a drought for our area. Kevin mentioned that Weston & Sampson is also working on a safe yield study. They will compare notes and make a final decision re: streamflow releases

· State Drought mgmt task force revising methodology so declaration happens faster than it has in the past



	Water offsets – review draft proposals, discuss next steps 
John B – submitted via email

Shirley

Offset – 2:1

Where live - Bylaws will take too long, wants it somewhere it’s enforceable and relatively easy to implement

Exemptions - None. Set up scholarship fund for low income housing, etc

Project vs Fund - Fund

Deb:

Offset – Not sure

Where live – Not sure. Bldg inspector or water to enforce.

Exemptions – Single family homes, maybe a duplex.

Project vs Fund – Project, esp rebates, but not clear to her how that will actually work. She thinks education and incentives are the keys.

Mike:
Offset – N/a in this proposal because based on service size

Where live – it’s in the fee schedule so it stays with the water commissioners, https://www.scituatema.gov/sites/scituatema/files/file/file/fee_schedule.pdf 
Exemptions – <100,000 gpy 

Project vs Fund - Likes Acton’s program, mitigation fee based on service size 

Becky:

Offset: 1:1 

Where will it live: Water Dept Rules & Regs / fee schedule

Project vs Fund: Why not offer both options – manage a project or pay $5 /gpd

Exemptions: < 100,000 gpd (3 bedroom house)

Becky’s idea – shoot for the moon, 2:1, no exemptions, option for project and fund. Sean and I to chat more, meet with Alliance for Water Efficiency, talk to Acton.

Mike thinks we shouldn’t vote yet. Look to Water Dept to have one of their consultants write the actual policy or by-law. 

Deb – Keep it simple

Sam – Good research, need to figure out what’s acceptable in our community



	0 Elm St update

Mike – It could be a buildable lot, there is an access point, looks like the land is high, wetlands seem to be on the southwest corner. He spoke to Frank Snow, Conservation has not considered this at all

Mike to review application

We’ll vote next time



	Open discussion

Date of March meeting - Tues, March 27 at 7:15pm
Letter Becky submitted to Zoning Board re: 14-16 Old Country Way was received by some as being written on behalf of the Water Resources Committee and not a personal comment.  

· Motion made by Becky: Moving forward, when WRC members comment on a set of plans before another committee, members can ID themselves as a member of the WRC but need to clearly state that you are not representing the committee in your comments.

· Mike seconded



	Approve minutes 
Mike made a motion to approve last month’s minutes with the edits Becky provided.
Shirley seconded



	Recent correspondence 
None


	Adjourn – 9:14pm


[image: image1.png]According to Building Department data, Scituate averaged 44 new units per year between 1990
and 2000. The Master Plan assumed this as the build-out rate in future production of units per
year. Assuming such a rate, the plan forecasted the number of units and associated impacts
between 2002 and eventual build-out, predicted for 2060, as shown in the table below.

Table 3.9 Projection for Achieving Build-out
Year 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060
Total Units 7,685 8,125 8,565 9,005 9,445 9,885 10,325
Total Population 17,829 18,850 19,871 20,892 21,912 22,933 23,954
Total Students 3,710 3,923 4,135 4,348 4,560 4,772 4,985
Residential 1,337,190 | 1,413,375 | 1,490,325 | 1,566,900 | 1,643,400 | 1,719,975 | 1,796,550
Water Use (gpd)
Municipal Solid 9,146 9,670 10,194 10,718 11,241 11,765 12,288
Waste (tons)
Non-Recycled 6,504 6,877 7,249 7,622 7,993 8,366 8,738
Solid Waste
(tons)

These projections are based on available undeveloped land, and could not account fully for two
anticipated changes that will profoundly affect land use and add strong impetus to development.
The first of these was the extension of sewers to Greenbush and the Cliffs. Greenbush is a
critical area for protection of the drinking water supply, and the Cliffs are near already-sewered
Scituate Harbor. Both have a dense development pattern and small lot zoning and were
designated priorities for sewering in the 1993 Metcalf and Eddy Study. The second is the recent
reconstruction of the Greenbush commuter rail.




