   COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES MEETING
Thursday, Sept. 15, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT: John McLaughlin, Chairperson; Athena Brodsky, member; Michelle Murphy, member; Elaine Schembari, member;

MEMBERS ABSENT: Jeff Dougan, member; Megan Sommer, member
1.  Call to Order. Chairperson John McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM at the Scituate High School Library. B    
2.  Acceptance of Past Minutes. Accepting past meeting minutes from August was tabled. 
3:  Old Business
A) Portable Ramps: Ramps are available for stores in Scituate Harbor. Some of the stores were going to purchase their own as the fee seemed very reasonable. Athena will follow up with Goode’s. 
B) Jenkins Curb Cut: Work has not yet been started. School opened on 9/6.
C) New Middle School and New Safety Complex: We have asked for an inspection authority but school not yet ready for inspection.
D) Shared Concerns with Harbor Master: No new information available at this time. Information has been shared with the Massachusetts Office of Disability.
E) Shared Concerns with Lieutenant Thomas:  Nothing new to report.
F) Broadening Transportation: No new information available at this time. GATRA is on-going.
G) Open Meeting Law Remote Participation: Mr. McLaughlin continues to work with the town IT department to implement the AV portion. 

H) Playgrounds: Megan Sommer represents the Commission on the Playground Committee. Nothing new to report
I) Transition Plan: We need an external consultant to evaluate the town’s transition plan as it must be updated. Will need to be addressed with Board of Selectmen.
4. New Business
A) New Member: The CoD was happy to welcome new member Michelle Murphy. She brings years of personal experience as a caregiver for a disabled child as well as a nursing background. 

B) Sea Walls/Beach Entrance Ways   Michelle Murphy will represent the CoD on the new Beach Committee. Athena Brodsky will assist as needed
C) Country Way and Tilden Trails: The CoD continues to have concerns about the ADA compliance of these two paths of travel. Communications with Mr. Vogel, the Town ADA Coordinator are on-going.
D) Upcoming Training and Seminars Training session is available on September 16, 2016. Mr. McLaughlin will attend and report back to the Commission. This training deals with tools and devices available to support people with disabilities.
E) Elections A motion was made by Ms. Schembari to postpone elections until next meeting due to multiple absences. Seconded by Michelle Murphy. Motion was approved unanimously.

F) Next Meeting Date Ms. Brodsky made a motion to change the date of next month’s meeting in order for people to observe Yom Kippur. Motion seconded by Ms. Schembari. Motion unanimously approved. Meeting date for October will be October 20.

G) Newspaper Article: A motion was made by Ms. Schembari to accept the current article for publication. Seconded by Mr. McLaughlin. A line will be added to the article to indicate future articles will be coming. Motion approved unanimously.

5. Adjournment. Ms. Schembari made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Brodsky.  seconded it. Everyone voted to adjourn and the motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM. 
The next CoD meeting is scheduled for October 20, 2016 at 7:30 PM. Location to be determined.
Respectfully submitted,
Elaine Schembari
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