   COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES MEETING
Wednesday, May 18, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT: John McLaughlin, Chairperson; Elaine Schembari, member; Megan Sommer, member; Jean Batty, concerned resident; Scott Beatty, concerned resident; Keith Wahl, interested resident; John McCarthy, Superintendent of Schools.
1.  Call to Order. Chairperson John McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM at the Little Red Schoolhouse on Cudworth Road.
2.  Acceptance of Past Minutes. Ms. Sommer motioned to accept the April meeting minutes. Ms. Schembari seconded the motion. Motion to accept the meeting minutes passed unanimously.

3. Superintendent McCarthy in attendance to discuss issues related to schools.

a) Middle School Project – Progressing on schedule and on budget. Has met with CoD Chairman McLaughlin three times to review the project. School Building Committee meetings are the second Wednesday of the month at 6:00. They are increasing the number of handicapped parking spots in the rear of the building by the Football stadium. Mike Hayes from the School Committee questioned moving the parking spots to the left to add more. Chairman McLaughlin informed them that the required number of spaces are based on the number of entrances any increases to the starting number from the chart need to be accessible. Further discussion of the curb cut and ensuring the measurements and drainage requirements were met. Also the need to make sure the elevation between the High School and the Middle School is OK. Finalized list of requirements and/or concerns will be presented to the Superintendent within the next few weeks.
b) Emergency Evacuation Plan – Jenkins School is one site and as such requires two entrances. As far as the new Middle School is concerned no grandfathering of requirements will be allowed. It is a new building. Chief of the Fire Department, John Murphy is aware of this. (781-545-8749, jmurphy@scituatema.gov)
c) Playground at Jenkins – There is no access from the walkway to the playground. Project started but not finished. There is a jungle gym and a basketball court but no access. The angle is too steep from the school to the pathway and the walkway does not provide sufficient access. Superintendent McCarthy stated the town (DPW) was responsible for the grounds and the School system for the structure. This issue has been moved off of the complaint and there have been promises that access will be corrected.
d) Accessible buses – Superintendent McCarthy informed the CoD that the contracts for the current buses expires this year. Next year they will be leasing 13 (an increase of 3). At least one of these buses will be permanently set up as a handicapped accessible bus meeting ADA requirements.
4.  Old Business
A) Lighthouse Boardwalk Plans: Chairman McLaughlin spoke with David Hall and other members of the project. Discussed ways to finish the end to meet the sidewalk and be ADA compliant
B) Jenkins Curb Cut:  Complaint has been filed and is scheduled for a hearing with the State on 6/7/16. (Date has been changed to 6/20 at 1:00 PM)
C) Front Street Curb Cut at TKs:  This issue should be decided either 6/3 or 6/4. Chairman McLaughlin will re-inspect.
D) New Middle School Building and New Safety Complex Plans: Middle School addressed above with Superintendent McCarthy. The Safety Building needs to be set up with separate cells for men, women and juveniles. This is being discussed with Bob Vogel. Since Medical Marijuana is not yet law at the Federal level, in Massachusetts only soft proposals are forthcoming throughout the state.
E) Shared concerns related to Parking/Fines, etc.:  Met with TRRC (Traffic Rules and Regulations Committee) to discuss fines. Fines can be assessed against buildings if their signs are not compliant. Discussion at the meeting about raising fines.
F) Broadening Transportation for Disabled and dependents: Need ramps and curb cuts for transportation. At the GATRA meeting Chairman McLaughlin met with Rep. Rep was unaware of recent and proposed changes to Cole Parkway. Unsure where the bus stops will be.
G) Open Meeting Law with Remote Participation:  Chairman McLaughlin met with Bob Dillon and Mr. Peters who were very receptive. However, they were not knowledgeable as to what was needed. Also met with the IT Director William Sheehan and the Community Television Executive Director, John Roser. More to come.
H) Setup and Plans for new Playgrounds – Ms. Sommers reported that the plans were awesome. The group is dedicated to getting it right. Right now they are still in the planning stages. There will be universal access. The CORSE director is working on the project.

I) Transition Plan – Letter was sent to John Danehey two weeks ago addressing hiring an external company to fully assess the town’s needs and assist in prioritizing.
5. New Business
A) Locating all of the Town of Scituate Handicapped Parking locations -  At the TRRC meeting Chairman McLaughlin requested a list and the location of all handicapped spots in the town.
B) Sea Walls/Beach Entryways – Chairman McLaughlin met with the town. More to come

C) Country Way Trail Plans on hold, other things taking priority
D) Request for Donation to Cardinal Cushing Home for Disabled in Scituate.  Ms. Sommers requested that we as the CoD use some of the parking fines funds available to us to donate $500 to the home for the 5 new residents in Scituate. The proposal was unanimously approved. A memo will be sent to Chairman McLaughlin so that he can request the funds.
6. Adjournment. Ms. Sommer made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Schembari seconded it. All voted to adjourn and the motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM. The next CoD meeting is scheduled for June 8th, 2016.
Respectfully submitted,

Elaine Schembari
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