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Town of Scituate 
Conservation Commission 

Selectmen’s Hearing Room / Remote Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, October 19, 2020   5:15pm 
 
Members Present: Mr. Frank Snow, Chair 
 
Teleconference: Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes, Mr. Andy Gallagher, Mr. Doug Aaberg, Mr. Brendan Collins, Ms. Jen 
Foley, Mr. Doug Aaberg 
 
Also Present: Amy Walkey, Conservation and Natural Resource Officer 
 
Not Present/Participating: Mr. Richard Harding 
 
Call to Order, Roll Call of Commissioners, Agenda Acceptance 
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes - present, at home, alone, Mr. Brendan Collins - present, at home, alone, Andy Gallagher – 
present, at home, alone, Doug Aaberg – present, at home, alone – Jen Foley – present, at home, alone, Frank Snow - 
present, Selectman Hearing room with Amy Walkey and Jenn Smith in the room.  
 
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes made motion to accept agenda with addition of discussing update on trails. Mr. Andy 
Gallagher second. Roll call to vote. Unanimous vote accepted. (6-0)  
 
Frank Snow, Chair: This meeting is being held remotely as an alternate means of public access pursuant to an Order 
issued by the Governor of Massachusetts dated March 12, 2020 Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting 
Law. You are hereby advised that this meeting and all communications during this meeting may be recorded by the 
Town of Scituate in accordance with the Open Meeting Law. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS / NOI   
 

a. 132 Maple St, DEP#: 068-2817, (cont’d from 9/21/2020) 
Applicant: Joseph & Christine Panse 
Representative: Gary James Engineering 
Proposed: barn, septic, access, gravel yard 
Jurisdiction: Buffer to BVW, BVW crossing 
Doug – did not have more questions at end of last meeting. Sees additional pipes on the plan. Frank – 
our consultants were satisfied with information. No questions from commissioners.  
Gary James – we have addressed and come to agreements with consultants. All issues raised have been 
addressed. Agent agrees issues raised have been addressed.  
Bill Ohrenberger, attorney, asked for orders f conditions in advance for review. Yes that can be done.  
Special conditions mentioned are: Crossing and replication performed as early in process as possible and 
prior to building construction and occupancy; Annual monitoring report by a PWS for a minimum 2 year 
window; O&M Plan and Replication Plan appended to Orders; Annual cleaning and maintenance of 
structures; No other work permitted; Limit of Work as a mulch sock and staked and certified by 
engineer.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close 132 Maple St. Mr. Doug Aaberg second. Unanimous all in 
favor roll call vote (6-0). 
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b. 49 Collier Rd. DEP# 068-2871  
Applicant: Edward Johnson 
Representative: Ross Engineering 
Proposed: raze and rebuild 
 Jurisdiction: Coastal Dune, Velocity Zone and LSCSF 
Staff Notes:  Comments from CZM  
Paul Mirabito, Ross Engineering, representing applicant. Raze and rebuild of existing single family 
swelling. Previously met and received approval from North River Commission and they approved 
proposed dwelling. Footprint proposed slightly smaller from left to right; further in depth then existing. 
Proposed house will not be in the velocity zone. Reinforced concrete foundation with flood vents. 
Concrete slab deck, left rear corner of property – propose to remove entire structure and install bank run 
gravel in that area. Stan Humphries worked on plan as well. He redid plan to address issues raised in 
CZM comments. Mentioned coastal dune line on plan. Discussed elevation plan on ocean side of house 
and effects on abutting property. Mentioned established shrubbery will remain. Rebecca was concerned 
about accuracy of location of coastal dune – Stan submitted photos of geological make up of area and 
soils map of area, which confirm his line on plan. Two coastal banks on property – diagrams on plan 
show how that was established. Propose pervious pavement  
Doug – even though increasing size of house, decreasing impervious area? Correct? Because of 
driveway. Doug – when would construction begin? Paul – this is last stop, before file for building 
permit. Assume would start in winter with demo and then pour foundation when weather permits.  
Less than 25% impervious increase. Revetment breached a few years ago which resulted in cobble out 
there now. No plans to remove cobble that is there. Confirmed how the Coir log work. 
Penny – seems house closer to coastal bank then existing house. Looks like deck is in V zone. Doesn’t 
like concrete slab for hot tub. Not crazy about complete foundation going in. Would rather see 
foundation like a few doors down – piles on ocean side, concrete on street side. Hope large tree not 
being removed – large root system. Also, question about depression in back – is that being filled? Gully 
like dip? A minor storm that seems like a good water storage place. Paul – yes, filling. Bringing to 
elevation 11, up to retaining wall to neighbor. Discussed why proposing this. Also discussed depression 
proposed and why. Stan – creating pocket so water will not have negative impact on neighbors. Penny – 
the whole length of the house there is a depression, and it is more then two feet. Understands work on 
side of house. But depression running length of property. Paul – keeping that, but define it more. Penny 
– it is well defined now.  
Agent – toe of gully is where coastal dune meets bank, forming gully. We know migrates, move shift. 
Cobble dune in contact state of movement. This plan seems to propose alter that area to “shape it”. By 
filling, what does that do? Will it increase flow? Altering bank / dune may have impact of flows and 
impact on neighbor. Needs evaluation. Clearly gets water on an average high tide cycle. Serves function 
of storm prevention. Altering dune, maybe have impact on flows.  
Jenn – same sentiments as Penny and Amy.  
Penny – not happy with proposed foundation. Prefers one like a few doors down recently done.  
Agent – spoke with building department about flood vents and not being on piles. If deck is in velocity 
zone, then entire house should comply with velocity standards. 2 foot above elevation, no living in 
basement or no not attach deck to house and then do not need house to comply with velocity zone 
standards. Discussed if should closed foundation closer to road, and piles closer to seaside. Storms do 
impact this area. Make sure no not impact other properties. Option would be to not attached deck to 
house.  
Peer review? foundation on open piles in V zone must be elevated 2’ above BFE, no living space 
permitted in the basement, peer review?, impacts to abutter frim channelization of flow, vegetation to 
remain,  
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Frank – what is required flood elevation – VE 17 and AE 16. Basement floor is at 12? 12.7. So no 
mechanicals should go in. Paul – that is lower level. You can have slab with vents. Frank – grade 
changes substantially from front of house down back yard. Paul – first floor is 22ft. 6 feet above base 
flood. 3 feet above the street. Frank – concerned about permiting a structure closer to coastal bank that 
existing structure? Any mitigation proposing? Paul – getting rid of depression on south part of lot. 
Coastal bank either provides sediment to beach below or act as storm prevention / vertical buffer to 
wave action. No beach below, and waves would not be hitting this area. Rubble at coastal dune is going 
to break some of wave action. Putting depression there is not going to cause any damage to land above 
it. Frank – should we have peer reviewed? Agent – Each commissioner should visit the site. Perhaps 
with consultant and engineer. There is a lot of resource area there. There is a lot going on with this plan. 
We do have a foundation progress plan with the proposed plan. Told them not to finalize because think 
there might be significant updates.  
Paul – no structure in velocity. Concrete deck in velocity zone currently are going. Open deck you see is 
off the second floor, stairs and slab for hot tub are in the velocity zone.  
Discussion about area and reasoning from engineer regarding location of house on lot and reason for 
type of foundation.  
Recommendations:  Continue pending review of revised plan 
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to continue 49 Collier St to Monday, November 2, 2020 at 5:15pm. 
Mr. Doug Aaberg second. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (6-0). 
 
c. 16 Mitchell Ave., DEP# 068-2876 
Applicant: Michael Walsh 
Representative: Morse Engineering 
Proposed: addition, silt sock 
Jurisdiction: LSCSF 
Greg Morse, Morse Engineering, Reviewed proposed project. Existing house centrally location on lot. 
No vegetated wetland on property or 100ft buffer; lot is in the flood zone -  house in AE 16. Proposed 
flood vents on all 4 sides of addition, with crawl space. First floor elevation would match current first 
floor. Increased value not above 25%, so do not need to raise entire house. No alteration proposed to lot 
other than addition; no erosion control proposed – no where to erode to. Area where addition is going is 
currently lawn.  
Doug Aaberg recuse from project.  
Jen – no trees in area, just lawn, no trees needing to be cleared. Agent – no comments from state.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close 16 Mitchell Ave. St. Mr. Andy Gallagher second. Unanimous 
all in favor roll call vote (5-0). 
 
 
d. 17 Old Farm Rd., DEP# 068-28xx  
Applicant: Aldona Hamel 
Representative: Cavanaro Consulting 
Proposed: raze and rebuild 
Jurisdiction: BVW, Coastal Dune, LSCSF 
Brendan Sullivan, Cavanaro Consulting, representing applicant. Presented proposed project. Taking 
down existing house and building three-story dwelling, with deck on east and north side. Discussed 
proposed house first floor, concrete slab, garage and storage, no living space. Second floor, living space 
elevation 18.5. New driveway, new access to front – shifting off property line. Removing existing shed. 
Erosion control proposed. Town sewer and water. Zoning agenda in November. Zoning is for the square 
footage increase. Penny – confirmed new house in same footprint as current house. Jen – driveway 
question – driveway larger because going to garage. Zoning is because increasing square footage on a 
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non conforming lot. Agent – increase in impervious not enough to trigger stormwater. Typically, on a 
new build or r/r, look for dry wells for roof run off. For construction of house, like to have construction 
pad at driveway location to cut down sediment leaving site. No DEP number, so no DEP comments. 
Brendan – close to ground water regarding infiltrators, but can put something in there to alleviate run 
off. Maybe do pervious driveway. Frank – that would be as effective as infiltrators on that site. Agent – 
mentioned doing swale also worth considering. Agrees infiltrator won’t do much good with water level 
in area. Brendan – will add swale to plan directing water to pond and other issues discussed.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to continue 17 Old Farm Rd. to Monday, November 2, 2020 at 
5:15pm. Mr. Doug Aaberg second. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (6-0). 
 
e. 14-16 Old Country Way, DEP# 068-2856  
Applicant: Robert Proctor 
Representative: Ross Engineering 
Proposed: Demo and Reconstruct in commercial industrial area 
Jurisdiction: buffer to BVW, regulatory piped stream 310 CMR 10.58(2)(a)(3)(c) 
Staff Notes:  Agree with Resource Areas, Redevelopment and in process with PB 
Recommendations:  Continue to 11/16 pending PB final drawings 
Paul Mirabito, Ross Engineering, representing applicant. Proposing raze two existing single family 
dwelling and construct 4 residential units, attached. Rear of lot, where proposed barn unit, will have two 
units above and two contractors bay on lower level. Filed with planning board for special permit, which 
including stormwater review. It was reviewed by Janet Bernardo of Horsley Witten. There is an existing 
pipe on property. There are no wetlands on the site. Resource areas are off site. Right side of property, 
there is an existing open ended pipe – entrance to pipe top of inland band, and show buffers from there. 
On left side of plan. Outlet of pipe that runs through property, that is also top on inland bank, and show 
buffers from there. Pipe is enclosed. Put camera down to inspect and locate. The pipe is not considered 
resource area – because completely enclosed and buried. No changes proposed for pipe. Rear of 
property, where proposed barn. Bays reduced from three to two. Capturing roof run off of that building. 
Units between 50 and 100, proposing recharge unit to rear of that building as well. All the other work is 
outside the buffer zone. Fairly flat site. Open areas where be landscaped. Impervious area slightly 
reduced. Has been reviewed by zoning and has been approved. Submitted revised architectural plans to 
planning board today. Jeff DeLisi – attorney for applicant.  
Agent – regarding jurisdiction, this is buffer. Redevelopment. In process with planning board. Thinks 
should keep open until planning board drawings final. Should continue to 11/16 so after planning board 
meeting.  
Paul – minor grading in 50 for infiltrators/recharge system. Front area in the 50 will be landscaped, with 
grading also. All of run off is going into catch basin system. Can’t have an increase in volume leaving 
the site, according to stormwater by-law. Silt sock around staging area. Construction staging area in the 
50. Slight reduction in impervious area. No permeable pavement on property. Treatment area is in 
driveway, which is near 100 ft buffer zone. Jeff DeLisi – overall, this project is an improvement from 
what is there now. Moving farther away from the pipe itself, in respect to the buildings. Even though use 
of property is more, moving away from pipe. This should be the final site plan. Met setbacks. Had 
considered changing barn building – but other committees wanted that type of architecture kept so won’t 
be changing that on the plan.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to continue 14-16 Old Country Way to Monday, November 16, 2020.  
Ms. Jen Foley second. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (6-0). 
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REQUEST for DETERMINATION of APPLICABILITY: 
 
a. 38 Pheasant Hill Dr.  
Applicant: Kevin & Ann Calanan 
Representative: Morse Engineering 
Proposed: septic  
Jurisdiction: Buffer to BVW 
Greg Morse, More Engineering, septic system repair plan. Recently failed Title V inspection. Described 
where wetlands are and buffers. Work is in lawn area and will be restored back to lawn after the project. 
Three bedroom system.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion for a negative 2 for 38 Pheasant Hill Rd. Ms. Jen Foley second. 
Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (6-0). 
 
  
NEW BUSINESS/Other Business/Agent Report  
a. Approval of Draft Minutes – 9/21/2020 
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to accept minutes as written for August 31, 2020. Mr. Doug Aaberg 
second. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (6-0). 
 
b. OOC: 91 Rebecca. (repair cracked concrete piles), Applicant: Ivo & Robin Garcia, DEP#: 68-2874  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to accept orders as written for 91 Rebecca Rd. Mr. Doug Aaberg 
second. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (6-0). 
 
c. OOC:1 Hollett St. (r/r, restoration), Applicant: Elaine Cole, DEP#: 68-2845  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to accept orders as written for 1 Hollett St. Mr. Doug Aaberg second. 
Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (6-0). 
 

 
Motion to adjourn 
Mr. Richard Harding motion to adjourn. Mr. Doug Aaberg second motion.  Unanimous Roll call vote 
in favor (6-0).   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer Smith 
Recording Secretary 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

October 5, 2020 – October 19, 2020 
 

 
1. Planning Board Agenda for October 22, 2020 
2. Recording info for OofC 4 River Rd 68-2750 Cert 4480 
3. Economic Development Commission Meeting October 19, 2020, Agenda 
4. Chapter 61A Sale of 145 Border St 
5. 61 Seaside, email from abutter with questions about project 
6. Withdrawal request for 39 Brunswick NOI 
7. Abutter notification for 43 Oceanside Dr 
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8. Recording info for CoC for dock for 67 Border St 68-2821 Bk 53547 Pg 155 
9. Abutter notification for 17 Old Farm Rd 
10. Request for Extension of OofC for 68-2692 
11. ANDRAD for O Booth Hill, Bartlett Realty Trust 
12. CofC request for 161 Glades Rd 68-2650 
13. 138 River St Recording info 68-2862 cert 128992 and Cert of Understanding 
14. Certificate of Understanding for 0 & 0R Country Way 
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