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Town of Scituate 
Conservation Commission 

Selectmen’s Hearing Room / Remote Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 

Monday, May 3, 2021   5:30pm 
 
Members Present: Mr. Frank Snow, Chair 
 
Teleconference: Mr. Richard Harding, Mr. Doug Aaberg, Mr. Brendan Collins, Ms. Jen Foley, Ms. Penny Scott 
Pipes, Mr. Andy Gallagher 
 
Also Present: Amy Walkey, Conservation and Natural Resource Officer 
 
Frank Snow, Chair: This meeting is being held remotely as an alternate means of public access pursuant to 
an Order issued by the Governor of Massachusetts dated March 12, 2020 Suspending Certain Provisions of 
the Open Meeting Law. You are hereby advised that this meeting and all communications during this 
meeting may be recorded by the Town of Scituate in accordance with the Open Meeting Law. 
 
1. Call to Order, 5:38pm Roll Call of Commissioners 

Penny Scott-Pipes – present, at home, alone – Doug Aaberg – present, at home, alone - Brendan Collins - 
present, at home, alone, Jen Foley – present, at home, alone, Andrew Gallagher – present, at home, and 
alone, Richard Harding - present, alone, at home – Frank Snow, present, Selectman Hearing room with Amy 
Walkey and Jenn Smith in the room.  
 
 
2. Agenda Acceptance: 
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes made motion to accept agenda with addition of update about Scout Troop. Mr. 
Richard Harding second. Roll call to vote. Unanimous vote accepted. (7-0) Mr. Richard Harding - yes, Mr. 
Doug Aaberg - yes, Mr. Brendan Collins - yes, Ms. Jen Foley - yes, Andrew Gallagher – yes, Ms. Penny Scott 
Pipes - yes, Frank Snow - yes 
 
 
3. PUBLIC HEARINGS / NOI   

 
a. 159 R Glades Rd, DEP# 068-2909 (NOI)  

Applicant: Maura & Richard Conlan 
Representative: Morse Engineering 
Proposed: septic repair in flood zone, buffer to Salt Marsh 

Greg Morse, Morse Engineering, briefly described septic project. Topography of site is 8-9 feet. Project had 
previously been approved but orders expired. New owners now of property. Richard – are trees coming down? 
Yes, trees would come down. Lawn area would be restored as lawn. Penny – planting plan? There is a planting 
plan with the orders to rebuild the house. That project has started. Jen – sequencing? House first then septic 
so to worries about equipment damaging septic. Agent – meets requirements. Other project has had pre-
construction meeting and has begun.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close 159 R Glades Rd. Mr. Doug Aaberg second. Unanimous all in favor roll 
call vote (7-0). Mr. Richard Harding - yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg - yes, Mr. Brendan Collins - yes, Ms. Jen Foley - 
yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher - yes, Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Frank Snow - yes 
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b. 21 Harvard Rd., DEP# 068-2913 (NOI)  
Applicant: Joseph Casey 
Representative: More Engineering 

Proposed: septic repair within flood zone, barrier beach 
Greg Morse, Morse Engineering, described project. Septic repair in Humarock. 5000 sq ft lot, 4 bedroom 
home. FEMA elevation 13. 1500 gal tank to go in back yard/ Currently sand for yard, no vegetation; would go 
back as sand when project complete. Does not have BOH approval yet. No erosion control suggested because 
flat, sandy lot. Doug – need pump chamber? Plumber has looked at plan and does not need pump. Agent – 
improvement for failed septic. NO DEP comments. Meeting requirements of the Act and By-laws.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close 21 Harvard Rd. pending BOH approval. Mr. Richard Harding second. 
Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (7-0). Mr. Richard Harding - yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg - yes, Mr. Brendan 
Collins - yes, Ms. Jen Foley - yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher - yes, Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Frank Snow - yes 
 
 
c. 12 Alden St., DEP# 068-2910 (NOI)   
 Applicant: John Kelly 
 Representative: Grady Consulting 
 Proposed: deck within flood zone, barrier beach 
Paul Seaberg, Grady Consulting. Site is AE elevation 14. Proposed deck on 4 sides of house. 12 precast 
concrete footings. 2 ½ feet off existing grade. Doug – assume will locate septic system so strategic when 
placing footings. How getting piles in without disturbances. Will use one side of house and work from back 
to front of lot. Agent – sensitive area with coastal dune, barrier beach. Currently, healthy dune there. Steve 
Rock – 10 Alden. Concerned about equipment and material on his property. Issue in past with previous 
owner. Without his permission, does not want equipment driving on his property and material delivered, 
even though he might not be there when work is being done. His septic is there. Frank -  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close 12 Alden St. Mr. Doug Aaberg second. Unanimous all in favor roll call 
vote (7-0). Mr. Richard Harding - yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg - yes, Mr. Brendan Collins - yes, Ms. Jen Foley - yes, 
Mr. Andrew Gallagher - yes, Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Frank Snow - yes 
 
 
 
d. 17 Nelson St., DEP#: 068-2911 (NOI) 
 Applicant: Steven & Heather Marshall 
 Representative: ECR 
 Proposed: raze / rebuild in buffer to BVW 
Brad Holmes, ECR, described project. Raze and rebuild house in same footprint. Some work in the 50 foot 
buffer, as there currently already is work in the 50. Foundation to be removed ad rebuilt. Currently has walk 
out basement and will build basement with new house. Tight lot with only 2 feet to property line on one 
side of the house. Heather Marshall, 17 Nelson, owner and architect – rebuild foundation with proper frost 
wall. Deck will be replaced in kind. No site grading. Agent – tight site. Meets requirements. Reminder that in 
conditions ask for limit of work to be established and staked by an engineer.  
Mr. Richard Harding motion to close 17 Nelson St. Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes second. Unanimous all in favor roll 
call vote (7-0). Mr. Richard Harding - yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg - yes, Mr. Brendan Collins - yes, Ms. Jen Foley - 
yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher - yes, Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Frank Snow - yes 
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e. 12 Cairnslea Ln. DEP# 068-2916 (NOI) 
 Applicant: Jenifer Sheehan 
 Representative: ECR 
 Proposed: garage addition, decks, porch, and plantings in buffer to BVW 
Brad Holmes, ECR. Described project. Work in buffer to BVW. No flood. Work done in eisting disturbed area. 
Showed planting plan. Garage is new structure going mostly where current driveway is located. Addition 
where deck is. New roofing being added to site. Doug – suggest consider roof run off because site so slose to 
wetland. Agent – house built before 1996. No comments from DEP. They are suggesting mitigation. Roof run 
off management to be considered is a good idea. Brad – they can increase plantings to be be 2:1 ration so 
about 1300 sq ft.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close 12 Cairnslea Ln. pending revised site plan with additional plantings. 
Mr. Richard Harding second. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (7-0). Mr. Richard Harding - yes, Mr. Doug 
Aaberg - yes, Mr. Brendan Collins - yes, Ms. Jen Foley - yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher - yes, Ms. Penny Scott 
Pipes - yes, Frank Snow - yes 
 
 
f. 22 Palfrey St. DEP#: 068-2915 (NOI) 
 Applicant: Brian & Katherine Koch 
 Representative: Cavanaro Consulting 
  Proposed: septic repair within flood zone, coastal dune, barrier beach 
Caroline Rees, Cavanaro Consulting, presented project. Septic upgrade in Humarock area. 3000 sq ft lot. 
Rear of lot, sandy area. 1000 gal septic tank with chambers. BOH next week meeting. Silt fence on plan. 
FEMA Elevation 13. Doug – seems small tank for 3 bedroom but tight site. Agent – improvement to site. No 
DEP comments.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close 22 Palfrey St. pending BOH approval. Mr. Doug Aaberg second. 
Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (7-0). Mr. Richard Harding - yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg - yes, Mr. Brendan 
Collins - yes, Ms. Jen Foley - yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher - yes, Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Frank Snow - yes 
 
 
2. REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY 
 
a. 153 Glades Rd. (SBL#: 14-21) 

Applicant; Massachusetts Electric Company 
Representative: Tighe & Bond 
Project: replace utility pole within flood zone, barrier beach, buffer to coastal beach 

Jeremy Degler, Tighe & Bond. Single utility pole replacement. Same size. Erosion control measures described 
to be used. Agent – meets requirements for a negative finding.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion for a negative 3 for 153 Glades Rd. Mr. Richard Harding second. Unanimous all 
in favor roll call vote (7-0). Mr. Richard Harding - yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg - yes, Mr. Brendan Collins - yes, Ms. 
Jen Foley - yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher - yes, Penny Scott-Pipes – yes, Frank Snow - yes 
 
 
3. Other Administrative Items 
Mr. Richard Harding motion to issue orders for: 159 R Glades Rd. 

      21 Harvard Rd. 

      12 Alden St.  

      17 Nelson St. 

      22 Palfrey St. 
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Motion second by Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (7-0). Mr. Richard Harding - 

yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg - yes, Mr. Brendan Collins - yes, Ms. Jen Foley - yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher - yes, Penny 

Scott-Pipes – yes, Frank Snow – yes 

 

 

a. Certificate of Compliances (no vote): 121 Glades Rd. 

 

b. Discussion –  

i. Frank Snow – request from Scout Tropp to camp this summer on conservation land 

because their normal place is closed due to covid. They submitted proposal of what 

would need to have and what they would build to accommodate. Also, they would 

plant the sea grass at museum beach. Wildlands Trust holds the deed, so Penny 

checking with them on their input. The structures they have requested are a 

concern.  

ii. Agent - Have sea grass sourced and group to plan (Scout Troop). TA working on 

funding. Available to pick up in a couple weeks from Cape Cod location.  

iii. Sunoco gas station responded to enforcement letter. Will meet to discuss. 

iv. Peggotty Beach Parking lot project started. FEMA funded project. Re-surfacing 

parking lot.  

v. 132 Maple St project up and going. Requested minor change to plan.  

vi. People working without permits – maybe put on signs in certain areas reminding 

need permit to work. Maybe start fining contractors who work without permit. 

Inner Harbor Road residence have requested minor activity permits which have 

resulted in rebuilding dune which should be a Notice of Intent. 

vii. Hazard Mitigation Plan – currently being reviewed 

viii. McGovern Property at 0 Rear Glades Road was sold to another party from Cohasset.  

ix. Large queue of filings. Need to add a meeting. Agreed to add a meeting, Monday, 

May 24th. Do RDAs only at that meeting. 

c. Liaison Reports 

 

 

4. Adjourn 
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to adjourn at 7:05pm.  Ms. Jen Foley second. Unanimous all in favor 
roll call vote (7-0). Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes – yes, Mr. Richard Harding - yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg - yes, 
Mr. Brendan Collins - yes, Ms. Jen Foley - yes, Frank Snow – yes, Andrew Gallagher – yes 

 
 
 
 

 
 


