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Town of Scituate 
Conservation Commission 

Selectmen’s Hearing Room / Remote Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021   5:30pm 
 

Members Present: Mr. Frank Snow, Chair 
 

Teleconference: Ms. Penny Scott Pipes, Ms. Jen Foley, Mr. Brendan Collins, Mr. Andrew Gallagher, Mr. Doug 
Aaberg (joined late) 
 

Also Present: Jenn Smith – Recording Secretary 
 

Not Present: Mr. Richard Harding 
 

Frank Snow, Chair: This meeting is being held remotely as an alternate means of public access.  On June 16, 2021, 
Governor Baker signed into law an Act Extending Certain COVID-19 Measures Adopted During the State of 
Emergency.  This Act includes an extension, until April 1, 2022, of the remote meeting provisions of his March 12, 
2020, Executive Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law. You are hereby advised that this 
meeting and all communications during this meeting may be recorded by the Town of Scituate in accordance with 
the Open Meeting Law. 
 
1. Call to Order, 5:30pm Roll Call of Commissioners 
Penny Scott-Pipes – present, at home, alone – Jen Foley – present, at home, alone, Brendan Collins - present, at 
home, alone – Andrew Gallagher - present, at home, alone – Doug Aaberg –  present, at home, alone, Frank Snow 
– present at townhall 
 
2. Agenda Acceptance: 
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes made motion to accept agenda with additions. Mr. Doug Aaberg second. Roll call to vote. 
Unanimous vote accepted. (6-0), Mr. Doug Aaberg – yes, Ms. Jen Foley - yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher – yes, Mr. 
Brendan Collins – yes, Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Frank Snow - yes 
 
3. PUBLUC HEARINGS – NOI 
 
a. 82 Scituate Ave. DEP#: 068-2957  

Applicant: Christine & Craig Murphy 
 Representative: Morse Engineering 
 Proposed: addition with Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage (LSCSF) 
 Greg Morse, Morse Engineering, addition to single family dwelling. In flood plain AE15grading for site is 

between 12 – 14 feet. Addition is on side and small one in back. Gravel driveway, propose pervious pavers. 
Shed, replace existing garage. Additions will have flood vents. House first floor already 18, new additions will 
match current. Loom and seed to the road where current driveway is. Once tree to come down for new 
driveway. No utilities for shed. Jen – good if replaced tree. Frank – maybe a couple small trees, since one 
6inch is expensive. Greg – can add condition to add tree to front. 
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close 82 Scituate Ave. Ms. Jen Foley second. Unanimous all in favor roll call 
vote (5-0).   Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Ms. Jen Foley – yes, Mr. Brendan Collins – yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher 
– yes,  Mr. Frank Snow -yes 
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b. 184 Central Ave.  DEP#:  068-2962  
 Applicant: Karen Donato 
 Representative: River Hawk Environmental 
 Proposed: septic within barrier beach, coastal dune, and LSCSF 
 Bob Rego – River Hawk Environmental – failed system. Inspected to pass title. BOH approved. Along side so 

met BOH requirement highest elevation. 1500 gal tank. Surface disturbed will be returned to original state.  
 Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close 184 Central Ave. Mr. Andrew Gallagher second. Unanimous all in favor 

roll call vote (5-0).   Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Ms. Jen Foley – yes, Mr. Brendan Collins – yes, Mr. Andrew 
Gallagher – yes, Mr. Frank Snow -yes 

 
 
 Doug Aaberg joined meeting 
 
 
c. Lot B Maple St. DEP#: 068-2958  
 Applicant: Mark Comeau 
 Representative: Morse Engineering 

Proposed: new single family dwelling, septic, landscaping, grading within buffer to   
          200’ riverfront 
 Greg Morse, Morse Engineering, new single family dwelling. 18,102 sq ft lot, grandfathered in to be a lot. Pre-

dates zoning. Septic proposed in the back yard. 200ft to riverfront is resource area. Tributary unnamed. 
Existing lawn with tree line in back of lot. House and septic outside of riverfront area. Some grading in the 
200ft. Less then the 5000 sq ft allowed without needing stormwater, but still proposing mulch sock erosion 
control at down gradient of project, crushed stone infiltration trench on lot line. No DEP comments. New 
NOI, similar to project approved in past, but not used.  

 Penny – size of house – 3 bedrooms, no garage, driveway in front. 32-26 footprint for house.  
 Jen – why driveway stops without going to house? Greg – that is what client asked for. They can change in 

the future if want to extend or make a turnaround. But all that work would be outside of the 200. Brendan – 
shares same thought on driveway.  

 Greg – reviewed process for getting 3 bedroom septic approved. Since lot is so small, purchased easement 
from another lot and put restriction on it to not be disturbed. This allows for enough sq ft, in same Zone 2, for 
2 bedroom septic.  

 Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close lot B Maple St. Ms. Jen Foley second. Unanimous all in favor roll call 
vote (6-0).   Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Ms. Jen Foley – yes, Mr. Brendan Collins – yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher 
– yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg – yes, Mr. Frank Snow -yes 

 
 
d. 155 Bulrush Farm Rd., DEP# 068-2956 
 Applicant: Bulrush Farm Road Realty Trust 
 Representative: Morse Engineering 
 Proposed: septic within buffer to BVW 

Greg Morse, Morse Engineering, septic proposed to be 29.2 feet from wetland. Ledge behind house, 
preventing it from being farther from wetland. Water and property line restrictions on side. Greg reviewed 
grading on side of yard where driveway is as to why not in that location. Drip system. Doug – would feel 
better if treated. Greg – they looked at system that would be lower in ground, but much more expensive. 
Although treats, is lower in ground, so less filtering before hits water level. Penny – wish they could find 
another location. Andy- sounds like they looked at other options. Greg – can ask for treatment system and 
revise plan, but location. Frank – not accepting resource line for this notice of intent, future projects, not 
septic, will need to be reviewed.  
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Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close 155 Bulrush Farm Rd. Mr. Doug Aaberg second. Unanimous all in favor 
roll call vote (6-0).   Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Ms. Jen Foley – yes, Mr. Brendan Collins – yes, Mr. Andrew 
Gallagher – yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg – yes, Mr. Frank Snow -yes 

 
 Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to close lot 17 Border St. Mr. Andrew Gallagher second. Unanimous all in favor 

roll call vote (6-0).   Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Ms. Jen Foley – yes, Mr. Brendan Collins – yes, Mr. Andrew 
Gallagher – yes, Mr. Doug Aaberg – yes, Mr. Frank Snow -yes 

 
 
4. Public Meeting - REQUESTS FOR DETERMINATION OF APPLICABILITY 
 

a. 14 Wigwam Lane (SBL# 40-21)  
Applicant: Andrew Gallivan 
Representative: Morse Engineering 
Project: septic repair within buffer to BVW 
Greg Morse, Morse Engineering. Failed Title V cess pool. Replace with hoot aerobic drip system. 74 
feet closest point to wetland. Erosion control down gradient. Not increase in flow. Treatment system, 
so no mound, 2 feet from water level. All work in lawn surface area and will be restored.  
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to issue a negative three for 14 Wigwam Lane. Mr. Doug Aaberg 
second. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (6-0).  Mr. Doug Aaberg– yes, Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, 
Ms. Jen Foley – yes, Mr. Brendan Collins – yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher – yes, Mr. Frank Snow - yes 

 
 
5. Other Administrative Items 
  

 
a. Minutes: 10/18/2021 

Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to accept minutes for 10/18/2021 as written. Mr. Brendan Collins second. 
Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (6-0).  Mr. Doug Aaberg– yes, Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Ms. Jen 
Foley – yes, Mr. Brendan Collins – yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher – yes, Mr. Frank Snow - yes 

 
b. Orders of Conditions:   lot 17 Border St. (dock) DEP#: 68-2956;                                               10 Pin Oak DEP#: 

68-2941; 4 Bassin Lane DEP#: 68-2947;            8 Newell St. DEP#: 068-2859 
 

 Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to accept orders for lot 17 Border St. as written. Mr. Brendan Collins 
second. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (5-0).  Mr. Doug Aaberg- recused from voting, Ms. Penny 
Scott Pipes - yes, Ms. Jen Foley – yes, Mr. Brendan Collins – yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher – yes, Mr. Frank 
Snow – yes 

 
 Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to accept orders for 10 Pin Oak, and 4 Bassin Lane as written. Mr. Brendan 

Collins second. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote (6-0).  Mr. Doug Aaberg– yes, Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - 
yes, Ms. Jen Foley – yes, Mr. Brendan Collins – yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher – yes, Mr. Frank Snow – yes 

 
 

They did not vote to issue orders for 8 Newell St. 68-2859. 
 

8 Newell St – Doug – researched other pools in others town. Learned of one in Marshfield where pool 
was permitted on piles with a lot of mitigation. Understand not a structure to live in. Would approve with 
that condition of being on piles. Seems feedback that pools in ground like putting wall in ground, is not 
allowed on barrier beach. Penny – concerned with pool on piles with storms that go through. Do all that 
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work want to do, but no pool. Plantings are good and remove the wall. Uncomfortable pitting any 
structure. Andy – piles could address issue on barrier beach, but still in the 50 foot buffer. Jen – no 
change in thought. Brendan - share 

 
c. Certificates of Compliance/ Enforcement: 80 Lighthouse Rd. DEP#: 68-2150 
 
d. Requests for Extensions: 36 Border St. DEP#: 68-2438;   8 Holmes St. DEP#: 68-2670; 261 Central Ave. 

DEP#: 68-2547 
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to grant 3 year extension for n. Mr. Brendan Collins second. Unanimous all 
in favor roll call vote (6-0).  Mr. Doug Aaberg– yes, Ms. Penny Scott Pipes - yes, Ms. Jen Foley – yes, Mr. 
Brendan Collins – yes, Mr. Andrew Gallagher – yes, Mr. Frank Snow – yes 

 
e. Discussion: Driftway Park Holiday Decoration – Jen Foley – discussed 2 ideas for managing decoration. 

One being give permits for it; other being don’t allow decorations. Consensus was to not allow it. Permits 
not realistic. Penny – no decorations – harming environment and not good for the critters that live there. 
Andy – no decorations. Saw them out there last February, they were not cleaned up after the holidays. 
Happy to support finding a new tradition – maybe big tree in middle of field have decorated. Doug – 
clean up has been neglected. In summer saw the debris of the decorations. Is there a tree already there 
instead of cutting one down every year? Brendan – no decorating and should get the word out. Frank – 
popcorn and cranberry on tree? Penny – yes on central tree, not on trail.  
 

f. Trails – Frank gave update – the trails group has been working hard to get the trails re-opened. Spoke 
with Andrew Goodrich a couple weeks ago. Before storm came through, had cleared out the trails on 
town forest.  

 
g. Signing of Documents 
 
h. Next Meeting Monday, December 6, 2021   *Regular meeting nights are first and third Mondays.  

 
6. Adjourn 
 
Ms. Penny Scott-Pipes motion to adjourn at 7:00pm.  Ms. Jen Foley second. Unanimous all in favor roll call vote 

(6-0). Mr. Andrew Gallagher – yes, Jen Foley – yes, Brendan Collins – yes, Doug Aaberg – yes, Mr. Doug 
Aaberg -yes, Frank Snow - yes 
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