Community Preservation Committee

November 1, 2010 – WPA Building

Members Present; Mr. Bulman, Mr. Gates, Mr. Lane, Mr. Limbacher, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Scott, Mr. Wood

Others Present; Ms. Robbins, Mr. Sharry

I Call to Order – 7:00 P.M.

II MOTION by Mr. Lane, SECOND by Mr. Roberts and UNANIMOUSLY VOTED 7-0 to accept the agenda as submitted.

III New Business – Applications - Mr. Bulman reported that there were a total of 20 applications received.  He said he wanted to assign a liaison to each application.  The assignments are:

1.  Livingston Property – Mr. Snow & Mr. Wood

2.  Kent St. Bike Path – Mr. Roberts

3. Scituate Lighthouse Stone Revetment – Mr. Limbacher

4. Lawson Gate Pillars Renovation – Mr. Gates

5. Ellis House Preservation Plan - Mr. Roberts

6. Lighthouse Seawall – Mr. Limbacher

7. Sculpture Restoration – Mr. Bulman

8. Boiler Replacement Wheeler Park – Mr. Lane & Mr. Bulman

9. Roof Replacement Lincoln Park – Mr. Lane & Mr. Bulman

10. Crosby Property – Mr. Limbacher, Mr. Scott  & Mr. Snow

11. Hubbell Preserve – Mr. Limbacher, Mr. Scott & Mr. Snow

12. Adaptive Reuse of Gates School – Mr. Roberts

13. Summer St. Forest – Mr. Lane, Mr. Snow & Mr. Wood

14. Affordable Housing Technical Assistance – Mr. Roberts

15. Relocation/Restoration of N. Scituate Train Station Canopy – Mr. Gates & Mr. Limbacher

16. 375th Anniversary Celebration - Mr. Bulman

17. Teak Sherman Community Garden – Mr. Bulman

18. Community Park & Playground – Mr. Bulman & Mr. Lane

19. Gannett Road Trail N. Scituate – Mr. Gates & Mr. Roberts

20. Gannett Road Trail PATH – Mr. Gates & Mr. Roberts

Mr. Bulman said he would put together a schedule for the hearings and send it out to all the members.  He would like to start the hearing at the next meeting.  

Mr. Scott asked if a housing representative had been named yet and Mr. Bulman replied that he had sent a letter to the Selectmen’s secretary but at this point the position is still open.

Mr. Limbacher asked if all the applications met CPA guidelines.  Mr. Bulman answered that as far as he knew, no, citing specifically the sculpture in front of Town Hall.  He explained that he had informed the Town Administrator a year ago that until the CPC received a recommendation from the Historical Commission stating that the sculpture was historically significant or on the National Register that it doesn’t qualify.  To date no such letter has been received.  The Gates School does have some historical parts, the facade; however it will depend of the scope of the application as to whether or not it meets the CPA guidelines.  Eligibility for other applications will be determined as they are reviewed and heard.

Mr. Bulman expressed his disappointment with the applications that came from the Town, stating that they have very little substance; none of the backup that is required was submitted.  Mr. Roberts feels that if the format for submissions of an application is published and the application doesn’t meet the requirements it should be returned to the applicant.

Article 20 of Special Town Meeting – Mr. Bulman said he planned to speak on the floor of Town Meeting but he would talk with the Moderator before hand to insure that the CPC did have a chance to be heard, just in case someone tried to move the question before he was able to make a statement.   Mr.Limbacher was also asked to speak and Mr. Bulman will ask Mr. Ball from the Historical Society to speak.   There was discussion among the members as to whether or not the article could be modified from revoking CPA to reducing the percentage.  The Moderator has not answered that question yet.  Mr. Bulman will attend the Selectmen’s meeting and explain that a reduction in the CPA surcharge is just as detrimental as revoking the surcharge because the Town will lose the matching funds and grant monies.  He went on to say that a primary reason the Town was awarded the $500,000 grant was because the Town has invested a million and a half to two million dollars in that area, because the Town has raised substantial CPA funds and shown a commitment to open space.  Mr. Wood suggested Mr. Bulman announce the grant award at Town Meeting.  Mr. Bulman agreed and went on to say the Board of Selectmen and the Town Administrator know about the award, but that the State EEA had and asked him not to press release the information until the formal document had been received and they had done their press release.  Mr. Roberts asked for confirmation on the Selectmen’s’ role with regard to the article and was told that the Selectmen recommend or not, just like the Advisory Board.  Mr. Bulman feels that the Selectmen will recommend not supporting article 20 and recommend a reduction in the percentage instead.  Mr. Bulman feels that the Selectmen would rather present a “swap” at the annual Town Meeting, have linkage between an override vote and the CPA article, trading article 19 for article 20.  The discussion turned to the public awareness campaign and the best approach to distributing the brochures.  They have been distributed electronically to several organizations in Town who have received funding from the CPC for further distributions to those organizations mailing lists.  The brochure will be the CPC’s annual newsletter and will be distributable for each Town Meeting.  Mr. Sharry suggested in order to reach the recreation population the brochures be available for the Saturday football games and Mr. Scott suggested the Little League sign-up.  It was also suggested that the brochures be handed out at the transfer station. They will also be distributed at the Town Library and Post Offices. 

Old Business – Signs – Mr. Scott reported that the signs are not ready and he anticipates having them for the next meeting.

Acceptance of Minutes – MOTION by Mr. Scott, SECOND by Mr. Limbacher and UNANIMLOUSLY VOTED 7-0 to accept the minutes of September 13, 2010.  

MOTION by Mr. Scott, SECOND by Mr. Lane and UNANIMOULSY VOTED 7-0 to accept the minutes of October 15, 2010 as amended by Mr. Gates.

MOTION by Mr. Limbacher, SECOND by Mr. Lane and UNANIMOUSLY VOTED 7-0 to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted

Karen S. Crowell

NOTE – All applications listed above were handed out in addition to the attached spreadsheet.

