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Narrative
Scituate is a small to mid-sized seacoast community located equidistant
between Boston and Plymouth. In the 375 years since its incorporation, it

has evolved from a summer colony to a residential community but has managed
to retain some of the flavor of its past. Ocean-related recreational
activities make it a very desirable place in which to live and to raise
families.
Its Town Pier accommodates a working fishing fleet and that, coupled with
three business areas, represents commercial interests in the town.
Scituate also has a strong sense of its history and commemorates its
founding in August each year via the celebration of "Heritage Days".
Historic points of interest include: Scituate Lighthouse, The 0ld Oaken
Bucket Homestead and Well, The Lawson Tower, Stockbridge Mill and the
Cudworth House as well as the Little Red School House which is the home of
the Scituate Historical Society.
Residents pride themselves on the strength of their school system and on
the achievements of the great percentage of students (85%) who go on to
higher education from Scituate Public Schools. The Town of Scituate is a
delightful mix of rural, suburban and seaside lifestyles within a 25 mile
ride to the City of Boston.

(Narrative supplied by community)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

EasternFINANCE AND ECachusetts, bordered by the Atlantic Ocean on the east and north,
Marshfield on the south, Norwell on the southwest, Hingham on the west, and

Cohasset on the northwest. Scituate is 18 miles northeast of Brockton, 23 miles
southeast of Boston, and 227 miles from New York City.

Total Area: 31.79 sq. miles
Land Area: 17.18 sq. miles
Population: 16,786
Density: 977 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Hingham Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 27.4°F
Normal temperature in July........ 71.5°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 47.7"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Cohasset, Scituate, Nantasket

Regional Planning Agency
Metropolitan Area Planning Council
Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Boston
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (781) 545-8700
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Town Administrator
Open Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1636

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 11,948
Democrats 3,697 30.9
Republicans 2,264 18.9
Other parties 3 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 5,984 50.1

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm

@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profil e of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Scituate town, Plymeuth County, Massachusetts

[Far information on corfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]

Subject Mumber] Percent Subject Mumber| Pement

Total population. ... ... .. ... 17,862 1000 |HISPAMNIC OR LATING AMND RACE

Total population. . . 17,863 000
SEX AMD AGE Hizpanic or Latine lj-::-famvg.r EJ}E-:I 148 ers)
MMake. . . oe2a 45 ¥ exican. . ig 04
Female. ... ... 0,540 52.3 F'ue-rtoFliu::an 28 02
Cuban . 17 i
UnderS years ... ... 1,236 549 OtherHtspanborL.atlno o5 by
Bto QWaars . 1,264 75
10t ddvyears 1,202 7.4 | Mot Hispanic or Latino . . 177151 092
1510 A years 1,028 £n White BIONE. . oo 17,182 Q52
2O 2AEATE L 458 25 | RELATIONSHIP
Btoddyears ... 1,685 9.2 Total population... ... 17,862 1004
S ddyears . 2275 182 W househelds. ... 17,508 a0
B toBdyears ... 2,082 1800 Householder. . ... 5,594 ars
BRtC B9 Al L 1,064 591 spouze . 4487 204
GO0 G VSRS ... e a7 49 Chid. . 5765 a2 a
65to?41,rears 1,602 a4 Ownchlldunder'layears 4,453 2449
7510 B years .. Ho7 54| Other relaties | 525 20
868 years and e . AU af 1.7 Under 12 years {04 10
Medbana.getg.rears]........................... 407 G| Moenrektives 522 28
Unmarmied partner 223 12
1Byear3and01rer............................ 13202 739 lin greup quarters .. 170 10
Male. . . G178 2348 | Instiutionalized population. 153 09
Female. TES 2921 Neninstitutienalized populatbn 7 -
21 years anu:l oxre-r 12,847 714
621,rearsandover 3238 181 JHOUSEHOLD BY TYPE
Eﬁyearsandmrer............................ 2728 5.2 Total households. . 6,694 100.0
Male. ... ... 1,142 5.4 Fam”ﬁrhouaehobjg(fam”e@] 4,024 Tag
Femalke. . ... ... 1584 59 Wrthownchlljrenundermyears 2,302 244
lamied-coupke family .. 415? 25
PACGE Wiith s chidren under 151,rear3 1,982 205
One race. 17,6083 990 | Femak housshoker, ne husband present. 540 az

Wil fiites . 17,275 957 Wiith cwn chidren under 18 years .. ........ 250 ar

Black or Affan Amerian . aa 08 | Menfamily househelds . 1,774 255

Amerizan Indian and Alaska Mative. 5 -| Househslder living alone . 1,488 2o

Aszin . 4o 04 Housshokder 85 years and crer. 04 10.4
ﬁsanlndan 10 a4
Chlne@e a3 0.2 |Households with indiduals under 18 years ... 2,437 264
FlipInG . ... 12 0.1 |Heuseholds with individuals 55 years and cver . 1,887 28z
ﬁ.@nﬁ 12 0_; merage housshod sze. o L 2654 [
Vietnameas. 3 . Average family sme. oo o0 4]
Cther Asian ' . 2 -

Matire Hawaiian anu:l Other F'au::lfn Islanu:le-r.... 2 - HO%DSTI;TiSUIL;?nLEIIPﬂnhﬁT T B 1000
gat”e Ha"“a"aa - - |oecupied housing units . gend|  ard
Sauamaman or Chamorro. B " |vacant housing units. ale}] 120
Otl'l;gﬁaﬁrfblslanderzmm-mmmm E: : For seazconal, rec:reatDnal of

Some other @me ... 231 13 Dnaluse 18 108

Tabcr f MR BIGES ..o e e 180 1.0 | Homeowner vazanzy @ie (pement). . ........... Q7 4]
Fental 1= L1 TR 22 4
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o mgra offiar raceas:
HOUEING TEMURE
g"gﬁ"i ; 17-;‘% gg-g Occupied housing units .................. 6,694 1000
Amenglflgfamirnnglc;;kaNaﬁé £5 0'3 Cwner<czupied housing units ... ... ... 5 E60 L0
mmian 114 OZT Renteracsuped housing units ... ... L. 1,135 ir 0
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- Fepresents zero of rounds to Zems.

) Net applicable.

' Cther Azian alone, of e of Moz Asian categories.
£ Crher Pacific [zander alene, of we or more Mative Hawaiian and Other Pasific lslander categorics
# In combination with ohe or more of the other races listed. The sic numbers may add to more than the total population and the six percentages
may add to mene than 100 peroent because individuals may report mone than one @ee.

Soume: LS, Census Bunsau, Gensus 2000,
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (pHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 165
Conventional Federal: 51
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 11
Federal (Section 8): 0
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts
http://www.state.ma.us/dhcd/components/hac/subhous.htm

E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Scituate is situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail,
air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495
divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by
numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and
intermodal facilities of Boston.

Major Highways
Principal highways are State Route 3A and State Route 123, which connects
up with the Southeast Expressway (State Route 3) in the nearby town of

Hanover.

Rail
Commuter rail service from Boston to Scituate is currently under
consideration. The MBTA Red Line is accessible in Braintree and Quincy.

Travel time from Braintree Station to Park Street: 25 min., 1,228 MBTA
parking spaces.

Bus

Scituate is a member of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
(MBTA) . The Plymouth and Brockton Street Railway Company provides commuter
service from Scituate and North Scituate to Boston.

Other

The Marshfield Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is easily

accessible. It has a 2,999'x 75' asphalt runway. Instrument approaches
available: Non-precision. Boston Harbor Commuter Services and Mass Bay
Lines provide commuter boat service to Rowes Wharf, Boston from Hingham.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
Scituate Historical Society
Laidlaw Historical Center
Cudworth Road
((781) 545-1083

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm

@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
Cardigan Nursing Home
Scituate Ocean Manor N.H.

Hospices
None
Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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