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1.	The RFP provides a minimum possible 22 apartments to be developed.  Is there a maximum number of units set by the SHA?

Answer-  No, there is no maximum, but as per the RFP, we are looking for designs that are architecturally coherent with the existing neighborhood.  Accordingly, local height maximums must be observed, as well as other density factors.

2.	The RFP requires an affordability mix that limits occupancy for at least half of all units proposed for development to occupancy by applicants earning under the Massachusetts Chapter 40B affordability criteria (must earn under 80% of median income).  Are there any other restrictions as to use of multi-tiered affordability such as designating some units for occupancy by those in even lower income categories?

Answer-  No there are no other restrictions and the SHA understands some state and/or federal development grant programs require lower affordability limits (such as HUD’s 50% of median income Very Low Income Limit, as an example).  Development proposals should consider, however, the local marketplace, which the SHA believes indicates high demand for those earning between 60-80% of median income who do not require rental assistance, and also for unrestricted market-rate rentals for “empty nester” households from Scituate.

3.	Will the SHA support our component applications, as developer, for:

a.  	HUD’s Authority to permit the subdivision of the existing SHA parcel so that the rear parcel being sold, as per the RFP, for one dollar can be legally separated.
b. 	Local Community Preservation Act (CPA)/Affordable Housing Trust (AHT) funds
c.	Local building, utility, and related permits
d.	State and Federal grant and public financing applications
e.	Other

Answer-  Yes, the SHA will provide the selected development team with local support letters on SHA stationery, for all of the above component applications, to be customized as per the specific needs expressed by the developer.



4.	We appreciate the initial due diligence sketch of potential property division lines between the proposed new site and the existing SHA property but may have a need to request a minor adjustment to such dividing lines based on easement, curb cut, access, utility, or other considerations.  Is the SHA willing to consider such minor changes if requested by the selected developer?

Answer-  Yes, the SHA will work with the selected developer to ascertain their specific needs in this regard and as long as the existing Central Park Site is not harmed by any such changes in the currently proposed subdivision line.  One example raised at our site walk was if we would allow a curb cut to allow for a potential one way loop road access and egress from the development to be built.  In such a situation, the SHA would be most open to hearing a developer request for such accommodations if required to implement a successful development plan.

5.	The RFP specifies that the project is to be restricted to occupancy for only seniors (defined as age 55 and up under provisions of Chapter 40B).  Is there any possibility that some units could be made available for those under age 55?

Answer- No, the project and RFP specifications set by the SHA require all units to be reserved for occupancy by applicants with a head of household over age 55.

6.	Does the site have access to town water and sewer connections?

Answer: Yes, the current SHA building is connected to both Scituate town water and sewer services.  Sewer hook-ups for all new buildings in town, however, must be approved by the Town via formal application.  The SHA will provide a written letter or support for such application to be submitted by the selected developer.

______________________________________________________________________________

Note- this file will be updated as further questions are received from developers and will be posted on the SHA “Affordable Housing Initiatives” web link at:

http://www.scituatema.gov/housing-authority/pages/affordable-housing-initiatives



 
