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 TOWN OF SCITUATE   


600 Chief Justice Cushing Highway 







Scituate, Massachusetts 02066








Phone:  781-545-8716








FAX:  781-545-8704
Waterways Commission Meeting Minutes

Wednesday March 4, 2013

Scituate Maritime Center

7:15 pm
In attendance: Dick Eckhouse, Pete Toppan, Mark Patterson, Bob McHugh, Fran McMillen, Dave Glancy, Brian Cronin, John Vigilante, Michael Sullivan, Jeff Welch, Tom O’Brien, Chad Hunter, 

 Keith Dobie, Howie Kreutzberg, Tom Blinstrub, Tony Lemish, Jamie Noonan, Steve Guard, Rick Murray, Fran McMillen, Keith Walo, Brad White, Bryan Dwight
Also in Attendance; Kathleen Hillman, Tim Wilmarth, Mike Laruso, Jack Hannon, Joesph Hannon, Pat Steriti
1. Meeting Called to Order – By Chairperson Eckhouse at 7:13 PM

2. Opening remarks – Chairperson Eckhouse Discussed 
 Old Business

· Current standing of the Marina project is presented to the WWC by Harbormaster Mark Patterson. The dredging of the south river project is in queue, a survey has been completed of the area and one channel marker has been relocated. Mark explained to the WWC that there is a Hurricane Sandy coastal grant of 100 million dollars available to the towns affected; Scituate has applied and will receive results in April/May. 
· The update on the Town Pier: The final estimate has come back and is 140k higher than expected. This has been submitted to the selectmen, the state has offered to pay 70% of the cost, with Scituate to pick up the remaining 30%. 
· Peter questioned the contract pricing and if price negotiation was possible 
Mark said that the trouble with that is there are elements that cannot be taken out or substituted; the scope of work cannot be changed.
Pete Toppan voiced that he was concerned that we cannot keep going back to the selectmen with a raise in the cost.

Mark explained this is the last and final set of drawings that was priced, and it includes everything that needs to happen. 

· Transient Mooring Policy: Rick Murray addressed the WWC on the potential conflict of interest on this subject for him, and possibly other members in the group. He explained that he has filed a disclosure on this matter and will help in the process but will not vote. 
· Peter questioned how many selectmen have boats

Rick responded that he knows both he and Sean Harris have boats

Dick Eckhouse has postponed this discussion since it will not be completed for this season
· Sea Street dredging to the yacht club: Mark Patterson explained that work under Sea Street Bridge is complete. Sea Street to the Marshfield Yacht Club project is on hold because they will need 100k in funds to complete the project. 
· Opening for Marinas: Mark Patterson said that his intention is to have it open for May1
New Business

· Scouring along Edward Foster Road- Kathy Hillman is a resident of Scituate and has lived on Second Cliff for 40 years. She is concern with a recent removal of rocks and erosion of the marshes at second cliff. She presented the WWC with maps and photographs of the area, both past and present to depict the decomposing of the marshland. One of her main concerns is that the marshes cannot drain properly and that they could pull through. Kathy is looking for help and direction to protect the marshes and sea life in them
· Dick asked if this something that waterways can do or this more of a conservation issue
Rick Murray said that the next best step would be to meet with Pat Gallivan in conservation, and see how to proceed. Rick said this is also a concern at some of the other cliffs. 
· Jetty Ownership and Repair: Pat Steriti of Lighthouse Road presented to the WWC the current need for repair of the lighthouse Jetty.  He explained that there are large gaps and holes and would like to know the ownership of this work and if the jetty is effective if it is in need of repair.

· David Ball responded that the riprap and inner jetty where built around the same time by the Army Core of Engineers.
Dick suggested that we start a working group to research these issues and figure out how to take these issues on
Pat said he got a call from DPW about gaps that they were concerned with. He has pictures that he will send to the Army Core of Engineers.
Pat agreed to take on the responsibility to follow up on what is needed and to report back to the commission

· South River Ramp: Owned by Solimando/ Engineered by Hannon
Presentation given by Jack & Joseph Hannon registered engineers; they have submitted plans to the WWC to extend the ramp on Webster Street by 10’. The ramp will be a total of 75’ made of precast concrete planks. They hope that the proposed improvement to the public will allow them to change the language of the Chapter 91 license to become private. They explained that there may be a benefit to install rip rap to help with sediment migration in the area. CLE engineering will take a second look at this at the ramp, there was erosion on the northern side, Solimando put in a drain manhole, installed restrooms on the pier, and has twice seeded the area with marsh grass. 
· Bob question privatizing the location

Jack said he would like to make his marina operation at the slip private 

Mark asked the number of slips he would like private 
Jack explained that he believes all of them. Mr. Solimando meet with DEP, Dave Hill and Mark Patterson to make the slips from public to private, all parties agreed that in order to do so they needed to have some benefit to the public. They have thoroughly looking into this, offered dredging or clam transplant but did not convince the state for the benefit. 

Mark agreed that this is a very good project and found it to have great public benefit. He asked where the parking was located
Jack said that Dartmouth Street and Webster streets are both private ways
Dick explained to the WWC that there is a lot across the intersection about 200’ away 

Brad White asked if the restrooms that the town asked for were to be public and would they remain that way, and if the remedy for the ramp was enough to make this private
Peter explained that Webster Street is a private anyway but was granted public access

Dick explained to the WWC that we need to decide if they are doing the right thing for the extension and if we as a WWC agree with the work being done, not analyze how they plan to do the work 
Dick asked for a motion to except the ramp 10’
Pete Toppan made a motion to support the 10’ ramp with provision to preserve the public to access 
Vote: WWC members voted to approve with Keith Walo voting no.  Dick Eckhouse will write a letter that will be submitted to the Board of Selectmen  

· Discussion Items

NOAA outreach officers, Tim Wilmarth, started 2 years at NOAA; he is one of six officers. He is the game warden for marine life, and assigned part time to the sanctuary. A bulk of his work is controlling the commercial fishing regulations. 
Discussed and updated roster with those who are interested in full member status and associate member status, see below:

Chairperson: Dick Eckhouse – 2015
Vice Chairperson: Peter Toppan – 2016

Harbormaster: Mark Patterson

Full Members:

David Glancy – 2016

Bob McHugh – 2016

Fran McMillen 2015 

Keith Walo -2015

Brad White 2015

Larry Niland -2014

Associate Members

John Murphy

Howie Kreutzberg

Don Hourihan

Michael J. Sullivan

Brian Cronin (wants to be promoted to full membership)
Jeffrey Frank

Bill Schmid

Michael Gibbons
Tom Anderson
Steve Guard

Wanting to be considered for Associate Membership:

John Vigilante 

Vinnie Lanoue
Town Selectman Liaison

Rick Murray

Recording Secretary:

Lindsey DeSimone

Next meeting: Wednesday April 2, 2014 at 7:15 at the Scituate Maritime Center.
Adjournment: The meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted, 

Lindsey DeSimone, Recording Secretary
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