Scituate Board of Health Meeting
August 3, 2015
Scituate Town Hall – Selectman’s Hearing Room

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Mr. Russell Clark, Chairman
				Mr. Steven Pansey, BOH Member
				Mr. Douglas Whyte, BOH Member

OTHERS PRESENT:		Ms. Jennifer Keefe, Director, Public Health
				Ms. Susan Tice, Health Department
				Mr. Shawn Harris, Selectman

Mr. Russell Clark opened the meeting at 7:00 PM 

Acceptance of the Agenda

Scheduled Items:

1. Welcome New Board of Health Member
Ms. Keefe explained that Mr. Douglas Whyte was appointed to the Board of Health at the last Board of Selectman’s meeting.  He is a lifelong Scituate resident, went to Scituate High School and has been in the food service career as a consultant for Wendy’s, Burger King and currently for Seven Eleven.  The other Board members thanked Doug for volunteering.

2. Elect Board of Health Chairman
Motion to accept Steve Pansey as the new Board of Health Chairman
All in favor
3. Discuss/Review Draft Private Well Regulations
Ms. Keefe explained to the Board members that she had received input from the Water Resources Committee and the Building Department regarding the private well regulations and had incorporated the changes into the new draft she handed out at this meeting.  Mr. Pansey asked Ms. Keefe to highlight the changes.  She stated that she adjusted the definitions and terms as recommended in Section 2.  In Section 3, she adjusted the well permitting process based on comments regarding the time for initial reviews and issuing a permit, similar to the septic review process.  She adjusted Section 3.6 to limit the permit extension time consistent with Title 5.  Martha Cook explained that she has spoken to other surrounding towns with respect to well users following the same water use of the Water Resources Committee restrictions as the homeowners using town water.  She said the Town of Milton told her that the MassDEP required that both types of water users adhere to the same restrictions.  She indicated she would check to see if that was correct because she thought it was a suggestion from the Mass DEP and not a requirement.  Mr. Pansey asked whether these changes would have to go to the Board of Selectman to be changed.  Ms. Keefe said the change in the bylaw would go before the Board of Selectman and then also to Town Meeting for a public vote.  We could enact the changes and have them reviewed by the State.
Jim, a well driller present at this meeting spoke about abandonment because there has been confusion about this topic, particularly when a new septic system is being installed.  Ms. Keefe commented that abandonment is addressed in Sections 11.5, 11.6 and 11.8 and requested that if you had recommendations, they be made relative to specifics on abandonment.  He explained that wells can affect each other and when they work on one well, they can potentially shut down someone else’s well.   Mr. Pansey stated he appreciated his opinion and since this is a draft, he reiterated that the Board would appreciate his input after reading the draft well regulations.  John Que, another well driller explained that he drills wells in the Town of Marshfield.  He noticed the 500 foot setbacks in the draft regulations for contamination and asked where the distance came from.  Ms. Keefe explained that the setbacks came from the Mass DEP to protect groundwater from contamination.  She explained there is a searchable database that identifies sites of release reported to MassDEP.  Mr. Que said his concern is that Towns have become so restrictive and residents are unable to install wells.  Ms. Keefe said she would clarify that the particular setbacks distance would be for known listed sites and for drinking wells only.  Mr. Pansey and Mr. Clark explained that they are working on the regulations and are trying to draft regulations that work for everyone.  Mr. Que said there should be guidelines for testing the water for E. coli and that wells should be 100 feet away from leaching fields.  Mr. Pansey agreed that one of the most important tests for irrigation wells would be E. coli.  Mr. Que said you also need nitrate testing for a basic irrigation well.  Signage should also be required to warn that nobody should drink the water.  Mr. Pansey said he appreciated all of the input from the drillers and the Board continues to finalize these regulations and appreciates their attendance at the meeting.  Mr. Que explained that the Town should not overregulate because people will install them without the Town’s knowledge.  Ms. Keefe agreed that the Town does not want that to happen.

Frank Snow referred to Section 12.10, which discusses restrictions for irrigation provided by private wells and suggests they should be the same as Town water.  Jim said artesian wells have nothing to do with town water or the aquifer because they are drilled so deeply.  John Que asked why any resident would drill an irrigation well if they had to follow the water restrictions.  The protection of the Town water is provided by the zone 1.  If the well is outside the zone 1, it is not fair to enforce those restrictions.  Martha Cook and Mr. Clark reiterated that the purpose of this meeting was to clarify these issues.  Mr. Snow said there will be problems restricting the water and how would the employees from the water department differentiate the type of water use on the property.  It will be difficult to enforce.

Becky asked if residents will have to register their private well?  She also said she thought the homeowner should have signage to designate the type of well that is installed on their property.  Mr. Pansey agreed that the type of well will have to be noted.  Mr. Pansey thanked the well drillers for all of their information.  Mr. Harris asked what an artesian well would cost to install.  John Que said it cost about $15,000.00 and they are typically drilled about 400 feet deep.  Ms. Keefe asked all well drillers for their continued input.  They agreed. 

4.  Discussion Regarding Tick-borne illness and Prevention Strategies with Shan Morrissey

Shan Morrissey from 238 Clapp Road introduced herself and explained she has had Lyme disease four times and her son has had it a couple of times.  She explained that the CDC reported 300,000 cases of Lyme disease this year in the State of Massachusetts.  They increased their reportable cases by a factor of ten from the prior year because the disease is significantly underreported with the first test used to detect Lyme created many false negatives.  Shan noted that recently the Board of Health had a nursing student . who completed a project on Lyme disease in Scituate.  She made tick prevention fliers and reported the number of cases in Scituate.  Ms. Keefe said there were 71 cases reported in 2013 and 41 cases reported in 2012.  Ms. Morrissey said if the same formula from the CDC was used and multiplied by ten that is a lot of cases.  Awareness is becoming greater.  Representative Cantwell is working on the local and State level but the State has no money allocated for Lyme research and he is working on that piece.  Ms. Morrissey said she would like to see a South Shore Task Force.  She said the incidence of Lyme needed to decrease.  Ms. Morrissey said she is a school teacher and gardener in the summer but she had to stop gardening because of the ticks.  She further stated that there are many strains of Lyme, some cause neurological damage and some are fatal.  She was thinking about an electronic survey by the Town through an email asking a few simple questions about Lyme disease. One of the questions she thought of asking was whether residents would agree to more deer hunting if it would reduce the incidence of Lyme in Scituate.  Her idea for the State level would be to ask pharmacies to report the number of Doxycycline and Cipro antibiotics prescribed which would provide us a clearer picture of the percentage of those treated for Lyme.  She explained there are a lot of studies in upstate New York, Connecticut and Pennsylvania indicating that where the number deer has decreased, the number of tick population has decreased.  She stated Representative Cantwell expressed his interest in assisting with the prevention of Lyme disease and is going to look into whether there has been an increase in deer population.  Mr. Snow talked about the forum that was held in Hingham that he and Ms. Keefe attended discussing increased hunting for Lyme prevention. It was mentioned that changing hunting laws would be something State Fish and Wildlife agency would have to decide.   Mr. Snow talked about deer and how they are also affecting the health of the forest but hunting makes people fearful and it would be a lengthy process to change hunting laws.  Mr. Pansey asked about whether a survey was viable and Ms. Keefe explained that an effective survey would need to be composed by a professional and she did not think the Town would be able to get involved with surveying residents.  Mr. Pansey stated he was interested in all of the ideas Ms. Morrissey discussed but felt this was above the Board’s purview.   Ms. Morrissey said she understood and wanted Lyme disease to be recognized as a health problem and was mostly interested in the Board of Health’s support.  Mr. Pansey said that the Board of Health would support her efforts 100%.  Mr. Snow said the State needed to become more involved.   Mr. Harris said he would ask Representative Cantwell to attend a Selectman’s meeting so he could see the multiple Boards that are interested.  Mr. Pansey thanked Ms. Morrissey for her input.

Administrative Invoice Approvals

Meeting Minutes

Motion to adjourn
All in favor
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