Scituate Board of Health Meeting
June 1, 2015
Scituate Town Hall – Selectman’s Hearing Room

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Mr. Russell Clark, Chairman
			Mr. Steven Pansey, BOH Member
			Mr. Michael Vazza, BOH Member

OTHERS PRESENT:	Ms. Jennifer Keefe, Director, Public Health
			Ms. Susan Tice, Health Department

7:00 PM			 Mr. Russell Clark opened the meeting at 7:00 PM 

Acceptance of the Agenda
Mr. Clark made a motion to accept the agenda for June 1, 2015.  All in favor.  Unanimous vote.

SCHEDULED ITEMS:
61 Border Street: Kenny, Title 5 Compliance
Michael Kenny introduced himself and said he and Kristen Lilly have built a house on 61 Border Street.  He indicated that he has been a builder for thirty years and has been in the wastewater business for as long but admitted he made a mistake with this septic system.  He stated that they installed a Perc Rite septic system in September 2015 after having Jennifer Lamb inspect the hole last year.   He said he ended the business relationship with Joe Bonomi and hired Rick Merry to backfill the system once it was installed.  He stated Rob Samarian and Ken Olsen from Oakson, who is an approved technician, assisted in the installation.  He claimed that he had the approval from the Mass DEP for the technologies indicated that the system must be certified by the company.  He thought that since he installed the system with Rob Samarian of Oakson, this was sufficient and did not realize he had to have the system inspected by the local authorities prior to being backfilled by Rick Merry.  He stated that he did not recall being reminded by Ms. Keefe and Mr. Cole that the system needed to be inspected prior to backfilling when they were previously at the property.  He said he has apologized several times and would like to appeal to the Board members to uncover the corners of the system or something similar instead of uncovering the whole system.  Mr. Pansey clarified that there was no licensed installer from Scituate and that the system was not inspected.
Ms. Keefe said she had two basic concerns:  there were no inspections by the Town of Scituate and there was no licensed installer.  Ms. Keefe explained that Rick Merry came to the BOH office and said that he backfilled and graded the system but did not install the system.  Mr. Kenny showed Mr. Clark pictures of the system and Mr. Clark saw what looked like damage.   Mr. Vazza asked whether there was a rough electrical inspection as well as a plumbing inspection.   Mr. Clark stated that the system needed to be uncovered and inspected to confirm that it was installed properly.  Ms. Keefe concurred with the decision   Mr. Clark further stated that the septic system is not in compliance with Title 5 and Rick Merry will need to get 2015 installer license if he was going to sign the certificate of compliance as the installer. 
Mr. Pansey made a motion for the non-compliant septic system at 61 Border Street that Mr. Kenny needed to expose in order for the Town of Scituate to inspect the system and release a Certificate of Compliance.  
 All in favor, Unanimous, Motion Accepted.

Discuss/Review:  Private well regulations-comments and recommended revisions from Town Departments and Boards
Martha Cook introduced herself as a representative of the Water Resource Committee and said she and another member Shirley were present to discuss the comments and recommendations Mr. Clarkeson made to the Board of Health regarding private wells, with a focus on irrigation wells.  She stated the water resources committee preferred the Town not permit new private irrigation wells.  However, if the Board of Health permitted irrigation wells, it was their preference that the well owners be required to adhere to the same restrictions to which residents must adhere.   Mr. Vazza asked if other local towns were restricting water use for irrigation wells.  Ms. Cook said usage is restricted in Falmouth and Middleton and some towns prohibit the installation of private irrigation wells.  Mr. Pansey asked if there were studies done by hydrologists regarding wells that are installed 300 to 500 feet deep to see how the aquifer is on the South Shore.   Ms. Cook explained that the North South Watershed Association has published reports but also relies on the MassDEP for testing.   Mr. Pansey asked what was discussed at the Board of Selectman’s meeting regarding private wells.  Mr. Harris explained that the Selectman might agree that the private wells should follow the same water restrictions as the rest of the Town and that the Water 
Department is responsible for enforcing the rules.  Mr. Vazza explained that he wanted the regulations to be reasonable to encourage homeowners to come to the Board of Health and properly apply to install their wells.  Ms. Cook agreed and explained that they are trying to educate the residents by putting information in the water bills.  Ms. Keefe suggested to Ms. Cook to collaborate with John Roser of Scituate Community TV as another avenue to educate the residents about the water restrictions.  She said that the Board of Health has had a positive response to the Public Service Announcements that have aired on Scituate Community TV.  There was discussion about cisterns and concern regarding their being unsafe for children.   Mr. Clark concluded the discussion by recommending further review of the information acquired during this meeting and that the Board of Health would revisit private well regulations at the next Board of Health meeting.
23 Beaver dam
Ms. Keefe stated that the department received an inquiry from the owner of 23 Beaver Dam Road regarding a sump pump for use as irrigation.  He would like to collect and redistribute the water from his sump pump and would like to know if it would be classified as a well or be permitted.  
Mr. Vazza asked the other members if this would this would fall into the definition of a private well.   Mr. Clark said he believed it could not be considered a well since it was part of the foundation of the home.   He explained it could be too easily contaminated given its location within the basement.  The Board members concurred they could not approve its use for irrigation purposes.  The Board members stated that there could be back flow and contamination and that the homeowner should continue to direct water from the sump pump to the storm drain as appropriate.
Ms. Keefe said she would contact the owner with the decision made by the Board.
Meeting Minute Approval
Miscellaneous Old Business
The Board members indicated they would request Mr. Dean attend a meeting and report the acoustic test results from the wind turbine study.  They also confirmed beach sampling would begin June 2 and that swimming pools are being inspected and permitted.  Ms. Keefe confirmed Pete’s Mediterranean Fresh Restaurant had opened successfully on Front Street.
Motion to approve the May 4, 2015 meeting minutes.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:35.
All in favor, Unanimous, Motion Accepted.
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