[bookmark: _GoBack]Scituate Board of Health Meeting
February 17, 2016
WPA Building – North Scituate

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Mr. Steven Pansey, Chairman
   	Mr. Russell Clark, BOH Member
				Mr. Douglas Whyte, BOH Member

OTHERS PRESENT:		Ms. Jennifer Keefe, Director, Public Health
				Ms. Susan Tice, Health Department

 Mr. Steven Pansey opened the meeting at 6:00 PM 

Acceptance of the Agenda

Scheduled Items:

1. Discuss/Vote:  Regarding Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) Regulations and Compliance Requirements for Establishments Currently Without a Grease Trap, Variance Request: Egypt Country Store

Marcia Robitaille
Robert Newson

Earlier this year, Ms. Keefe explained that she sent letters to those establishments without grease traps to see what their plan was to come into compliance with the Fats, Oils and Grease Regulations.  She wanted them to either explain their plan to install a grease trap or submit in writing their decision to request a variance.  Egypt Country Store filled out the FOG questionnaire in October 2015 stating they did not have a grease trap.  On February 7, 2016, they requested a variance in writing containing why they were requesting it, their menu, and how they dispose of their grease.  Ms. Robitaille explained they are requesting the variance because they have a private septic system and have never disposed of fats, oils or grease down their drains because it would be a detriment to their own system.  She stated that their menu was designed with that in mind and all of their equipment is non- submersible for the same reason.  She said they clean the equipment by wiping, rinsing and sanitizing with a disposable towel.  She explained they use very little water and referred to the water bill they presented to the Board members.  She said they make coffee and fudge with a steamer.  Ms. Keefe explained to the Board members that she spoke with Ms. Janga, the food inspector, to ask her opinion about whether she felt the Egypt Country Store needed a grease trap and her response was that in her opinion, they did not.  Ms. Janga confirmed that the menu presented was accurate and the preparation and volume of food with fats or grease was minimal and was comparable to or less than a residential kitchen.  Mr. Whyte asked Mr. Newson if he had pumping records for his septic system and Mr. Newson replied that they did not because it has been pumped very infrequently.  Mr. Clark stated that he wanted to make it clear that if the Board grants the variance, they could revisit the decision if there were any issues with the septic system or change in their menu.  Mr. Pansey directed Mr. Clark to the revocation clause that Ms. Keefe included in the paperwork for the variance request, which satisfied the Board members.  

Motion to approve the variance requested for installation of a grease trap at the Egypt Country Store as requested by the representatives for the establishment.  The variance allows for operation of the establishment without installing a grease trap, based on current conditions and operations.  The establishment is serviced by a private septic system.  This variance is granted; however, it can be reviewed, modified or revoked by the Board of Health at any time in the future.  
All in favor Unanimous

2. Discuss/Vote:  Proposed Changes to Section 10230 Criminal and Non-Criminal Disposition of By-Law Violations of the General By–Laws

Ms. Keefe explained that multiple Boards and Committees are considering increasing fines are associated with their particular By–Laws.  The Planning Board and Conservation Commission are considering requesting at Town Meeting the By–Law be revised from a flat fine to fines up to three hundred dollars.  The agents for these Boards suggested the BOH might want to revisit the current fines.  The fines would increase as the offenses increased.  The BOH would specifically request the change for the fine associated with the housing By–Law.  Ms. Keefe explained that she has never had to issue a fine during her tenure but agreed that it would deter repeat non-compliance.  Mr. Pansey asked when the warrant is closing regarding the fees.  Ms. Keefe said she has not received a date.  The Board members discussed whether they should make the decision at this meeting.  Mr. Pansey asked if Ms. Keefe had investigated any of the surrounding Town’s fee schedules.  Ms. Keefe explained that Ashland, MA was consistent with a tiered fine structure.  She said most towns follow the Massachusetts General Law that allows up to $300 for fines.  Mr. Pansey discussed the fine structure with the other Board members to determine if they felt comfortable making a decision at this meeting.  They also requested further information regarding the “Board of Health regulations” part of the Non-criminal Disposition By-Law prior to voting on the fine for that aspect of the By-Law.  

Motion to change the fine up to three hundred dollars for the Housing By-Law following the Storm Water By – Law Section 10230 for section 30350
All in favor Unanimous

3. Discussion: Dana Farber’s Mammography Van
                                                                                                                                                                         
Ms. Keefe read the publicity notice sent out by Dana Farber regarding the Mammography Van which explaining that Scituate would be hosting the van on Thursday, April 7, 2016 from 8 AM to 3:30 PM and that it will be located at 67 Branch Street at Central Park.  If you are a woman 40 or older and would like to schedule an appointment, please contact the Mammography Van office at 617-632-1974.  Screening mammograms will be performed by Dana Farber mammography technologists and read by board-certified radiologists.  If anyone should need transportation, please call the Senior Center at 781-545-8722.  She also explained that there are 40 appointments available and women should discuss eligibility when making your appointment but that their eligibility is not based on finances.  The Board members were very pleased about the van coming to Scituate.  They asked how the department was making the public aware of it.  Ms. Keefe explained that the notice has been in the Mariner, posted on the BOH website as well as Facebook. Dana Farber provided a poster, which is currently on Scituate Community TV.  In addition, Eileen, the Public Nurse, has also put posters at local establishments and churches in Town.  Ms. Keefe added how hard Eileen has worked to bring this program to Scituate and that it is quite an accomplishment.

Other Business
Administrative Approvals

Meeting Adjourned








