Scituate Board of Health Meeting
February 1, 2016
Scituate Town Hall-Selectman’s Hearing Room
6:00pm

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Mr. Steven Pansey, Chairman
				Mr. Russell Clark, BOH Member

OTHERS PRESENT:	Ms. Jennifer Keefe, Director, Public Health
				Ms. Susan Tice, Health Department

Mr. Pansey opened the meeting at 6:00 PM
Acceptance of the Agenda
Scheduled Items:
Discussion/Update Regarding Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) Regulations and Compliance Requirements for Establishments Currently Without a Grease Trap
Ms. Keefe updated the Board members on the status of the establishments without grease traps, which was determined from the original FOG questionnaire that was sent in the Fall.  She explained that there are nine establishments that currently do not have any type of grease trap.  Ms. Keefe said she sent letters to those nine establishments indicating that they should either move forward with a plumber to install a grease trap or appear before the Board to request a variance.  She indicated that a plumber for one of the establishments informed us that a grease trap was installed last week and was being inspected today.  Ms. Keefe said three or four establishments indicated they will be requesting variances.  She confirmed with them that they must request the variance in writing in advance and then appear before the Board.  She said stated there are two businesses that have not yet responded and require follow up.  She also stated that there are two establishments that may have filled out the FOG questionnaire incorrectly, so they also require follow up.   Ms. Keefe said that she would like all of establishments to either install a grease trap or request a variance by mid-March. She said that the plan is to complete the work with the nine establishments without grease traps and then review the status of the rest of the establishments to confirm that they are in compliance.
Discussion: Plan of Action for Septic Systems in Failure
Ms. Keefe explained that the department is currently working on ten failed septic systems.  She said three of the properties are in foreclosure and in two of the cases she is actively engaged with the bank.  The banks know these properties have old cesspools that need to be replaced before the properties are occupied.  She said the lenders are aware and engaged.  The bank for the third property is currently actively working with an engineer to repair the septic system that was compromised due to storm damage.
The next septic system in failure is a privately owned rental property, which is currently not occupied.  Ms. Keefe said she will stay in touch with the owners and engineers regarding the process of repairing the septic systems. Mr. Pansey asked if Ms. Keefe has driven by to see whether the home is still unoccupied.  Ms. Keefe said she has not driven by lately, but plans to follow up.
The third group of septic failures are occupied homes that have failed Title 5 inspection reports.  One of the reports was received at the end of August.  An additional system was identified to be in failure when a utility company breached the system and was exposed to waste.  Mr. Cole and Ms. Keefe went to inspect the system and identified that the system was in failure.  The homeowner does not live in Scituate and Ms. Keefe has sent certified letters, which have been returned without being accepted.  Mr. Clark told Ms. Keefe that a letter should be sent to evict the tenant and to condemn the house if the owner ignores the next letter.  There is another confirmed failure and may be granted a sewer connection.  The homeowners are going to the Selectman first to see if they can get a sewer connection and, if it is not a viable option, they will repair the current system.  They have been engaged and forthcoming with all of their plans.  The other two systems in failure are older and were identified when working on their files.  One house has been in failure since 2014.  They were given a year to repair the system and they have not.  Ms. Keefe said she was planning on sending a letter and the Board members instructed Ms. Keefe to include in the letter that they must respond in thirty days.  Similarly there is an additional failed Title 5 inspection report with no follow up to date.  The owners live at the property and the department has received no response.  The Board members recommended sending reminder letters to the fourth group of homeowners that have failed Title 5 inspections asking whether they have taken any action.
Discussion/Vote:  Proposed Changes to Section 10230 Criminal and Non-Criminal Disposition of By-Law Violations of the General By-Laws
Ms. Keefe explained that one board/department is proposing to increase their fines.  It would be a proposed By-Law change that will go to the Board of Selectmen. The department suggested this would be the appropriate time for any other board/department to change fines for violations if deemed necessary.  She said that there has been a lot of discussion within the departments whether increasing the maximum fine gives it more teeth or whether the smaller fines get more response.  Several separate regulations have discretion up to a maximum amount.  Mr. Pansey mentioned that he did not think the Health Department issued fines very often.  Ms. Keefe agreed and said she had not needed to issue one since she started working here.  She explained that the Conservation Department is hoping that fines with a higher rate will achieve better compliance.  Mr. Pansey said that the Health Department does not seem to issue many fines but should be in line with the other departments.  He requested that Ms. Keefe investigate other surrounding towns and see if we would be consistent.  Mr. Clark wanted to make sure it covered the costs of the Health Department.  Ms. Keefe explained that if the Board  would like to request a change, that request would be needed before the warrant closes.
Administrative invoice approvals
Meeting minute approvals
Motion to accept the meeting minutes with clerical changes for June 15, 2015 and
August 31, 2015.
All in favor, unanimous
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion to adjourn the meeting
All in favor, unanimous




