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Dear Community Preservation Committee,

I am writing to encourage the Committee to unanimously support this year’s application requesting town to purchase 26.8 acres of open space in Scituate’s West End, part of the Bates Conservation Land. This is an integral parcel to this critical protected area, and is in line with our earliest actions on the town’s Community Preservation Committee, Planning Board, and our town's Master Plan.

I was a member of Planning Board when the town first chose to participate in the Community Preservation Act, I had the privilege of being the Planning Board’s representative to the CPC, and am one of the nine members familiar with the early actions of the committee. Previous to the existence of the CPA, Scituate benefited from the efforts of Wayne and Cynde Robbins who funded the private non-profit Maxwell Trust to purchase land in the West End for conservation and passive recreation for our community. This was based on the well-established principle of many Land Trusts, which is to provide immediate financial support to purchase land as it comes to market to protect it from development until other funding becomes available to purchase and protect it in perpetuity; often a fee is charged for the cost of this trust service. This is what the Trust for Public Land did when it helped Scituate acquire the Marina property before the Town voted to purchase it for what is now the Scituate Maritime Center. In this way the Maxwell Trust has facilitated the purchase of over 325 acres of conservation land since 1998 – at no charge to the Town.

When I was on the committee 76 acres of primarily wooded uplands were brought to CPC by Maxwell Trust as the first open space acquisition under the new Community Preservation Act. The Committee was so committed to preserving this developable acreage that we voted to buy the first 44 acres, the maximum we could afford, and asked Maxwell Trust to buy the remaining 26.8 acres until CPA open space revenues were replenished as the Moncy proposal would not allow Town to purchase just part of the land. It was certainly my intent, and the explicit intent of the committee and the community at large, to purchase the remainder of that 76 acre parcel from the Trust when funds became available.

Since 2002, the Community Preservation Act has adapted to the growth of towns such as Arlington and Cambridge where there is little open space left to protect. In replacement, expanded recreational funding options have been written into the legislation. But I urge the committee to embrace the core premise of the CPA which is to balance immense development pressure across the Commonwealth by assisting in the acquisition and preservation of open space in perpetuity. Further, you can take comfort that the purchase of this acreage is in perfect alignment with specific recommendations of the Town’s Master Plan, voted by Town Meeting in 2002, which identified the critical natural resource, water recharge, passive recreation, sprawl reduction, and traffic congestion benefits of protecting open space in the West End.

I therefore urge the committee to stand behind the integrity of our 2003 intent to protect the community’s first 76 acre open space purchase by voting to buy the 26.8 acre property from the Maxwell Trust. And I thank you for your stewardship in upholding the central conservation and preservation ideology of the Community Preservation Act by recognizing the value of purchasing this property, at this price, for our Town. Please feel free to contact me if I can answer any questions about the history of this proposal.

Sincerely,
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R. Mark Fenton
25 Crescent Ave.
545-5004
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