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Town of Scituate
Conservation Commission
Town Hall Selectmen’s Hearing Room
Meeting Minutes
July 2, 2014

Meeting was called to order at 6:18 p.m.

Members Present: Mr. Snow, Chairman, Mr. Harding, Mr. Parys, Ms. Scott-Pipes, and Mr. Schmid. 

Also Present: Patrick Gallivan, Agent and Carol Logue, Secretary

Agenda: Motion to amend the agenda to include discussion of the gift of Parcel 2 off Village Lane to Maxwell Trust Ms. Scott-Pipes. Second Mr. Schmid. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Request for Determination: Howe, 92 Clapp Road (12’ x 14’ deck) (cont.)
Trampoline in planting area. Mr. Gallivan still needs to get out there again. Motion to continue the hearing to July 16, 2014 Ms. Scott-Pipes. Second Mr. Schmid. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Request for Determination: Kenney, 7 Revere Street (8’ x 16’ shed)*
Jim Kenney was present at the hearing. Property is on the river. When he went to the site he found that the septic system would be right inside the space and the neighbor would lose his view and be looking right at the shed. The location will be at the highest portion of the lot. There used to be an atrium there. There will be 6 sonotubes and the building department is fine with that. Mr. Gallivan: flood elevation? 4’ above, same as existing deck. Ms. Scott-Pipes: it is a narrow lot. There is a seawall in front. Mr. Snow: what is growing there now? Wild grasses; there will be minimal disturbance. If there is any dune grass or vegetation it will help stabilize erosion. Don’t throw the gravel over to the marsh. Mr. Gallivan: we will issue a permit number for this; put it in a window of the house so people know you have filed with the Commission. Motion for a negative 3 determination -  “The work described in the Request is within the Buffer Zone, as defined in the regulations, but will not alter an Area subject to protection under the Act. Therefore, said work does not require the filing of a Notice of Intent, subject to the following conditions (if any).” Ms. Scott-Pipes. Second Mr. Schmid. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Request for Determination: McAteer, 22 Collier Road (raze/rebuild house & garage)*
John McAteer and Elisa Jones were present at the hearing. He thought Brandan Sullivan from Cavanaro was going to be here. Taking down a dilapidating building, have approval from Zoning, but there is a 20 day appeal period. Putting a covered deck on the house with 2 or 3 posts, just infringing on the 100’ buffer zone; property is not in the floodplain. Mr. Snow: is there a stormwater piece on this? Mr. Gallivan: Previously existing dwelling with no tree removal. Mr. Snow: mostly out of the 100’ buffer, but if there is disturbance of over 5,000’ . . . . If you are creating more impervious surfaces we want to know how that will be dealt with and if it will affect abutters. If not in jurisdiction of Conservation, you deal with the Planning Board. Compare the existing structure with the new structure, regarding roof runoff, etc. Brandan Sullivan from Cavanaro was present: Understand the concern if we fall within the threshold, but runoff increase will be fairly minimal. Mr. Parys: most raze and rebuilds have stormwater. Talked to Laura before, thought it was 17,000’; thought it was a larger number. Mr. Snow: either way you will have to deal with it for a building permit. If there was more impact on the wetlands would insist we review it. As far as the project for an RDA, we could close and condition the stormwater. Provide drainage calcs and do infiltrators. Think you would have to come back for a separate meeting. Motion for a negative 3 determination - “The work described in the Request is within the Buffer Zone, as defined in the regulations, but will not alter an Area subject to protection under the Act. Therefore, said work does not require the filing of a Notice of Intent, subject to the following conditions (if any).”with stipulation that possibly a stormwater piece will need to be submitted Ms. Scott-Pipes. Mr. Gallivan: in view of the North River, may want to look into that also. Our next meeting is the 16th. Second Mr. Schmid. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Request for Determination: Tanguy, 21 Gates Circle (additions/ 1 on sonotubes/1 on foundation) (cont.)
Mark DaSilva was present at the hearing. Small bathroom addition 12’ x 12’ on sonotubes at the back of the house within the 100’ buffer. The plan shows a 12.7’ x 14.4’ addition. Had a wetland specialist flag the wetlands. Ms. Scott-Pipes: Wants to square off the house; outside the 50’; would want some mitigation. Addition on the front is on a foundation; left side on sonotubes; old house, oddly-shaped. Motion for a negative 3 determination - “The work described in the Request is within the Buffer Zone, as defined in the regulations, but will not alter an Area subject to protection under the Act. Therefore, said work does not require the filing of a Notice of Intent, subject to the following conditions (if any).” Revised plans showing the correct size of the addition shall be submitted to the Commission before work begins. Ms. Scott-Pipes. Second Mr. Harding. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Request for Determination: Oliver, 144 Turner Road (deck 14’ x 24’)*
Douglas Oliver was present at the hearing. Deck on sonotubes at the back of the house with a hot tub, 110’ from marsh. Because of the stairs the deck is 24’. Ms. Scott-Pipes: the drawing does not show where the wetlands are located. Mr. Gallivan: deck is out of the 50’ buffer to the marsh. It is on the opposite side of the street from the seawall in an AO flood zone. Mr. Scott-Pipes: but not 110’. Below existing deck, there is a gravel parking area. Mr. Gallivan checked 3 additional boxes on the form. Motion for a negative 3 determination - “The work described in the Request is within the Buffer Zone, as defined in the regulations, but will not alter an Area subject to protection under the Act. Therefore, said work does not require the filing of a Notice of Intent, subject to the following conditions (if any).” Ms. Scott-Pipes. Mr. Schmid: it’s in the 100’ buffer a little. Mr. Snow: don’t think much can be changed. Second Mr. Harding. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Request for Determination: Lucchetti, 25 Ocean Drive (12’ x 24’ deck)*
Mr. Lucchetti was present at the hearing. Deck off the back, with a set of stairs on 7 prefab sonotubes. Off the ground 7’ or 8’. Mr. Gallivan: talked to building department, the deck can’t attach to house because it is in a velocity zone. Mr. Harding stated he couldn’t have his attached either. Mr. Snow: talk to building inspector. Motion for a negative 3 - “The work described in the Request is within the Buffer Zone, as defined in the regulations, but will not alter an Area subject to protection under the Act. Therefore, said work does not require the filing of a Notice of Intent, subject to the following conditions (if any).” Ms. Scott-Pipes. Second Mr. Schmid. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Certificate of Compliance 56 Moorland Road:  looks good, but need measurements from property line on the right. Need to count plants and measure; this was a request from an abutter. 

Agent’s Report: 
Sent a number of violation letters out. 158 Border Street: in the process of digging up more information. Pipe in driveway goes back to 2008 or 2009; maybe it wasn’t put in correctly; it is causing flooding in abutter’s yards. The owner asked us to check with other people; person who did the work and Mike Bleakie who is across the street. A Certificate of Compliance was never requested. All ledge out there; doesn’t make sense; no engineered plan that we can find. Pipe is sort of just lying there. There must be an Order of Conditions for how wide the road can be, may or may not be correct. The house was built in the 1800s. Susan Campbell, 162 Border and Sarah Lloyd, 180 Border were present. Ms. Campbell: from 1979 to 1984 lived at 150 Border Street, have extensive knowledge of the pipe. Mr. Moskowitz started widening the driveway and continues to. Over time the pipe has come out of the water by 1-1/2’. Her septic system has failed and is only 12 or 13 years old. Butlers and the Lloyds have water in the back yard and a lot of invasive species; trees that are 30’ to 40’ high have died or have fallen. It is basically a dam. Plantings and trees are being removed. Personally stuck with a large money burden; very unhappy. Can’t have yards mowed because of the water. Ms. Lloyd: large black waltnut trees removed and the replacement costs are 1000s of dollars. WPA suggested an open culvert that would have allowed more water to go through; runoff has gotten worse. Mr. Snow: went out to the site 5 or 6 years ago, looked at the pipe and can’t remember all the gyrations that went on after that. Mr. Gallivan: 2009 Enforcement Order called for a filing. Minutes call for an engineered plan; stream crossing standards were in place. Mr. Snow: have the owner come to the next meeting. He was going to come tonight. Don’t think we need to prolong this. Ms. Sullivan: at 150 Border water always flowed, but wasn’t a wetland historically. There are pieces missing. Scan what we have and send out.

Rosemary Dobie: you are asking everyone to put up a sign? Yes, similar to the DEP sign. Mr. Gallivan: never has been done with RDAs, but it shows that people have filed with the Commission. Ask them to put up Minor Activity permit signs up too.

277 Chief Justice Cushing Hwy.: Went down to site with Frank. Mr. Snow: going to get the people in at the next meeting. The owner of the property is doing the violation; there is a wetlands line. He claims he didn’t know anything about it. These are the ones that are perturbing. Builder knew, orders should have been recorded and it passed without a Certificate of Compliance. Builder did put in the plantings; appears plantings are gone. Should have gotten the posts in. They need to restore. Get them in; looks like the people in the back might be clearing too. There are retaining walls and a good sized driveway.  Ms. Scott-Pipes: we condition these projects and as soon as they get there they keep making bigger backyards. They did come in for the driveway, but he was told it had to be on the grass. 

56 Chittenden: the owner wants to start a car repair business, looking to put lift in his garage. Several cars were parked on what we think may be ConCom property. Mr. Snow: We did receive some property as a gift. Pulled stuff out of the buffer; need to start getting the wetlands delineated. Cars are off the property now and maybe were out of the 50’ buffer.

20 Monticello / Krainwood area: Humarock: At the site today; dispute between abutters. Abutter took stones and put them back on the beach. Renee Barry asked to do plantings and bring in sand also asked about a snow fence to hold the sand. Pat agreed to that, but now there is a picket fence, 4’ or 5’ high; put up the fence without filing. Have received several letters of why they shouldn’t have to file.  Also received a nasty phone call. Mr. Snow: they don’t understand why they can’t do what they want to do. Will remind them again to file.

Glades Marsh: Sent Enforcement Order to management company, DEP and Natural Heritage. This was done 7 years ago; Audubon was monitoring some nests. Have to start by finding out how much marsh was disturbed. They will need to pay for a saltmarsh specialist; could be big fines. They will be on the next agenda.

148 Jericho Road: Going to have an engineer go out to tell them what needs to be done. Some jagged rocks need to be removed and replaced with less jagged ones. 

Stockbridge Development: DEP ruled on stormwater, appealed their amendment. Met for about three hours with three lawyers and three engineers; still another continuance. Went around and around; soils bad, groundwater high. Need Bruce Bourk in to rule on it. 

Proving Grounds/Goulston: they will be sending in an ANRAD for the whole site. Talked to Chris Lucas he is willing to take it. Could have Chris Lucas and Toll Brothers come in on the July 16 so the Commission can meet him. First step would be to look at the old ANRAD and compare the old with the new. Second step would be to have Chris go out to the site. Mr. Snow: They can come in, but it makes more sense for him to review their work. Has he given them a budget? No we have to do that. Thinks it will be pretty extensive. They are already asking about the different wetlands; for instance Isolated Land Subject to Flooding which we need an engineer for; based on square feet.
 
Lot 2 Glades Road: went to court; one abutter was going to lose his view. He bought the lot and wants to move the new dwelling to an area that will disturb a wetland. Now they are trying to prove that the wetland may not have all the interests of the WPA. Our person will have to look closely. Chris Lucas was going to look at this also. We needed someone who hadn’t been involved at all. John Zimmer did the most recent review. Mr. Snow: Do you have confidence in him? Yes, he has been involved in tough projects and he is a wetland scientist with all the credentials.

7 Barry’s Landing condition: request from Greg Morse to come to the meeting of July 16th to discuss pesticide / herbicides... Ms. Scott-Pipes: thought NSRWA answered him. They answered him, however, they said you can’t use it within 100’ of the natural bank, but, you must follow the state rules and regs for use. Ours appear stricter, but he just wants an explanation. Mr. Snow: If ours are stronger, then tell him to go by ours. This is a pretty sensitive area and they knew this. Mr. Gallivan: and is it enforceable, that’s the other thing.

Lisa’s car died, she tried to get a hold of Bill or Paul before they left Humarock. She is working on a database or spreadsheet regarding the enforcements. Probably 30 enforcements, then we can prioritize them. 

Mr. Snow: didn’t get a chance to respond to the people interested in working on the trails, maybe we can talk about that in the next week or so. 

Then we received a one page letter from people on Three Ring Road offering some property to Maxwell Conservation Trust.  Do you have the one page letter from Tricia on how to handle open space? Yes. Town doesn’t want to take land off the tax role if there is no good reason.

Some of these Flexible Open Space subdivisions, the open space is built into their homeowner’s agreement. 

The trail people want to come to a meeting on the 16th. The Commission said there is too much going on on the 16th agenda, no, push it out. Frank will talk to them, he knows Kim Ryan. Keep them off the agenda.

Mr. Snow: Still the saga goes on with the Crosbie property, almost ready to close. In the process of surveying the Damon property. Mr. Gallivan: are they doing some cutting to get in there? No. There is house in between and there is another lot and those people are doing some perc tests. 

Order of Conditions: Pratt, 180 Central Ave. (footings for deck) (NO DEP File #)
No DEP #

Order of Conditions: Davidson, 34 Bailey’s Causeway (raze/rebuild)
Motion to condition the project Ms. Scott-Pipes. Second Mr. Harding. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Minutes: June 4, 2014
Motion to accept the minutes of June 4, 2014 Ms. Scott-Pipes. Second Mr. Schmid. Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Rosemary Dobie: back on the idea of the signs. If you could make up official signs/permits that would be a huge help; would get fewer calls; believe fewer neighbors would complain. Mr. Gallivan: the only thing is, it is just one more thing for us to do; we are just swamped. Mr. Snow: We don’t make the DEP signs, but having a permit they could put in the window would be a good thing. 
Lots of the time with the Orders of Conditions Mr. Gallivan doesn’t think to look for the DEP sign. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms. Scott-Pipes: RDAs need to come in properly done. Sometimes we are guessing where the wetlands are. They come in sloppy and don’t give us all the information we need. Mr. Parys: you are right, they don’t show any resources. Mr. Snow: if you hadn’t been to the site and we didn’t have the information we needed, we wouldn’t vote. Duly noted.

CORRESPONDENCE
June 19, 2014 – July 2, 2014
  1.	Zoning Board of Appeals re: 6 Foam Road, Unit 1 of Foam Road-Jericho Road Condominium – 2nd story – GRANTED
  2.	Recording of OofC for 68-2505 – Moran, 46 Town Way Extension (in file)
  3.	Recording of Amended OofC for 68-2457 – Geary, 0 & 23 Parker Ave. (in file)
  4.	Itinerary for Scituate High School Summer Vocational Life Skills Program – Driftway – Trimming, clearing trails, trash pickup, weeding - Wk. 1- June 30-July 2; Wk. 2 July 7-9; July 14-16 
  5.	Con’text – Magazine of The Conway School
  6.	Planning Board re: Accessory Dwelling Special Permit Application 113 Arborway Drive – 62% of primary dwelling. Agreed that the accessory dwelling should be no greater than 40%. (to Pat)
  7.	South River Environmental re: Lot 2 – Glades Road – Rebuttal of Presumption of Significance Isolated Vegetated Wetland (in file)
  8.	Zoning Board of Appeals re: 18 Grasshopper Lane – raze and rebuild – 2 story - GRANTED
  9.	Letter to Mr. Gallivan re: Barry, Monticello (in file) 
10.	Emily & Daniel Clark, 35 Village Lane re: gift Parcel 2 to the Maxwell Conservation Trust, Ltd. and to establish a CR to preserve the parcel in perpetuity and exclusively for conservation purposes. As part will create an easement on Lot 1 to allow access to Parcel 2 for any necessary management of the land. Hearing July 10. (to Pat)
11.	Parsons, 42 Pin Oak Drive – pool will begin 7/7/14; contractor Jim Magill, 781-826-6886. First portion of plants installed. (in file)
12.	Recording of 68-2514 – Parsons, 42 Pin Oak Drive (in file)
13.	Coastal Services Newsletter

Meeting adjourned 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Logue, Secretary
