January 23, 2016

Dear Community Preservation Committee,

I was pleased that the Committee voted (5-2) against seeking an appraisal for the Moncy property prior to its vote on the proposal for two reasons.  First, the appraisal process typically takes 3-4 months, which would have postponed the CPC’s vote and derailed the project for the Annual Town Meeting in April.  Second, none of the properties that the voters have approved to purchase with CPA funds have been appraised prior to Town Meeting, as the voters are notified of the cost of the project, and, if the appraisal comes in under the cost presented at Town Meeting, the Town will pay no more than that appraisal.  	

Twelve years ago the Maxwell Trust, a non-profit group started by Cynde and Wayne Robbins, fronted the money to purchase two parcels of land, as the CPC, in its first year, did not have sufficient funds, and it was reticent to ask the residents to bond the purchase.  The Maxwell Trust graciously offered to purchase the land for $389,000* to keep it from being developed, as it added to the contiguous, unfragmented forests, some of which they had worked feverishly to cobble together over the years, with the understanding that once the CPC (and Town) could afford to purchase the proposed Moncy property, they would do so.  Now is the time! 
        
As you know, towns are required to expend or bank 10% of the money they receive from taxpayers and the state every year for Open Space, Affordable Housing, and Historic projects.  In addition, towns are afforded the opportunity to, but are not required to, fund Recreation projects and any of the aforementioned areas with the remaining 70% (5% of which can also be used for administrative expenses).  There is no doubt that the Town of Scituate has great needs in the area of Recreation, especially for ball fields, and it should be reiterated that Recreation has benefitted immensely from the adoption of the Community Preservation Act.   

Recreation projects, with the votes of both the CPC and the residents of the Town have received appropriations of $6,161,876 (36.19%) of the total appropriations of $17,022,964, and Open Space projects have received $6,744,035 (39.62%) since 2002.  The fact that Recreation has received more money than Historic and Affordable Housing combined -- $3,623,534 (21.29%) -- is not an atypical phenomenon across the Commonwealth, but many have been critical of the lopsided expenditures in this unmandated category.  The CPC needs proposals from individuals for projects that will accelerate the construction and/or renovation of ball fields in Town, rather than post-application envy for land that other applicants have submitted for Open Space and passive recreation.  

The Maxwell Trust has nurtured relationships with landowners in Town and, as an unofficial arm of the Community Preservation Committee, has brought forth many parcels of land (some that protect our water supply and some that help preserve unfragmented forests, which is a boon for animal habitats, at the reasonable cost of approximately $17,000 per acre.  The agreements that they have struck with these landowners is that they will keep this land open and available for passive recreation.  The Town has embraced the preservation of Open Space and has voted unanimously for all off the Open Space projects that Maxwell Trust has brought before the CPC.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The CPC should give the voters an opportunity to embrace the Moncy property!  

Respectfully,

Joshua McKain

*An amount that would have would conservatively grown to more than $800,000 over the 12-year period – in effect, The Maxwell Trust’s contribution to the project 
