TOWN OF SCITUATE

Design Review Committee

Meeting Minutes for: Tuesday, September 8, 2015

Topics: 

• Follow-Up Design and Site-Plan Review of 13 Ford Place

• Scituate Signs 

The meeting was held in the Planning Board Office and called to order at 7:04PM.

In Attendance:

Hal Stokes (DRC Chairman)

John Roman (DRC Secretary)

Laura DeLong (DRC Member)

Robert Vogel (Planning Board)

John O’Keefe (13 Ford Place Applicant)

Paul Mirabito (Ross Engineering)

First Order of Business: 

A) Establish a date for the next Design Review Committee meeting. 

B) Approval of DRC August 11, 2015 Meeting Minutes.

A) The DRC members decided on Tuesday, October 13th at 7PM for the next Design Review Committee meeting. 

B) The minutes for the DRC’s August 11, 2015 meeting were unanimously approved.

 Second Order of Business:
Follow-Up Design and Site-Plan Review for 13 Ford Place

The applicant, John O’Keefe, returned to the DRC with new plans based on comments and suggestions made by the committee at their August 11th meeting. The applicant satisfactorily addressed all issues raised by the DRC and described the aesthetic changes that had been incorporated into the new design for 13 Ford Place. 

The applicant verbally described the building’s materials and color scheme as weathered shingles on the face of the structure, black architectural shingles on the roof, white trim throughout, red barn doors (front and rear (faux) doors), gray exit doors at the rear that will eventually relate to the color of aged weathered shingles, solid fiberglass doors painted to match the facade, gooseneck barn lights over the doors, and natural weathered pine boards on the ends of the structure.
Previous issues raised by the DRC that were addressed by the applicant include:

• The west wall of the new structure that faces Ford Place originally showed a large expanse of shingles that reflected negatively on the building’s appearance. This was changed to reflect faux barn doors  and antique-style gooseneck door lights that offset the blank expanse of the wall. 

• A new driveway sweep into the parking area was added allowing for a buffer to plantings and the saving of a significant tree located on the grounds in that area.

• It was noted at the August 11 meeting that the rental home and the new structure are not aligned with each other. Only one member of the committee expressed some concerns over this, but two DRC members and one Planning Board member did not see this as a major design flaw. 

• The design features of the new barn building will reflect the character of the existing home and the existing garage.

• Originally the applicant had no plans to number the five units on the new building. The committee suggested that the inclusion of some sort of identification system be included for delivery and emergency response reasons. The applicant’s revised elevation drawing shows the addition of small and uniform signs mounted to each unit’s pedestrian entrance that will denote each business at the site.

Design Review Committee Comments:
• The committee suggested the removal of a (planned) chain-link fence the applicant had incorporated in the design drawings on the west side property line.
• The committee recommended a natural fence such as a low hedge or trimmed arborvitaes. (The choice of plantings were left up to the applicant.)

• The committee stated that whatever plantings are put in place, they should not be allowed to grow to the extent that they will hide or camouflage the beauty of the structure’ s design (as viewed from Ford Place)

• The committee recommended that an attractive red maple on the site be saved.

• The committee suggested that the new driveway entrance take on the same characteristics in terms of sidewalk and paver materials and colors as other entrance ways and walkways in the Greenbush Business Overlay District. 

The committee was pleased with the improvements made to the plans and unanimously agreed to approve the project with the stipulations noted above.

Third Order of Business:

Discussion on Scituate Signs in Relation to Scituate Re-Branding Efforts

A preliminary committee discussion ensued relating to the graphic re-branding efforts of the town, and the first issue discussed in this regard was the large Chamber of Commerce billboard at the north end of Route 3-A at the intersection with Henry Turner Bailey Road. The committee unanimously agreed that the existing billboard and its graphics, while possibly reflecting the character of Scituate in earlier decades, no longer presents the town in a positive light. In addition, the existing graphics on both sides of the billboard are poorly designed in terms of 21st-century graphic communication.

In light of the fact that a new Public Safety building will be constructed a short distance from this billboard, when vehicles enter Scituate from the north it is essential that any signage introducing the town be in an contemporary, aesthetic flavor that appropriately captures the spirit of Scituate, its personality and its architecture.

It was recommended that a continued discussion take place at the next DRC meeting, hopefully with Chamber of Commerce members and Planning Board members present to review options for this issue. It was also brought to the attention of the committee that The Scituate Cultural Council is currently accepting applications for its 2016 grant program. Organizations, schools, and individual artists are invited to apply for funding to support cultural programs that benefit Scituate residents. At the next DRC meeting, the possibility of submitting an application to address the billboard signage might be an option in term of acquiring funding to see the billboard revised and re-designed.
The meeting adjourned at 8:04PM.
John Roman
Design Review Committee Secretary

DRC Meeting 9/8/15

