   COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES MEETING
Wednesday, February 10, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT: John McLaughlin, Chairperson; Jeff Dougan, member; Elaine Schembari; member; and Jean Batty, concerned resident
1.  Call to Order. Chairperson John McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:31 PM at the Little Red Schoolhouse on Cudworth Road.
2.  Acceptance of Past Minutes. This was tabled until next month.
3:  Old Business
A) Lighthouse Boardwalk Plans: This item was tabled until next meeting.
B) Jenkins Curb Cut: The COD is in receipt of an Architectural Access Board (AAB) complaint notice regarding the curb cut and walkway at the Jenkins School.  The COD was cc’d in this notice.  The COD will continue to monitor as the Building Inspector, Department of Public Works, and Town have also been notified.

C) New Middle School/Public Safety Complex Plans: Mr. McLaughlin explained that he met with the Superintendent, Architect, Facilities Manager and other key players on 2/3.  They reviewed the plans and discussed accessible elements and issues with parking as well as other general improvements.  Mr. McLaughlin explained that he will offer a site visit by the COD prior to town taking ownership in order to ensure access codes are compliant; therefore, reducing the risk to the Town. 

D) Shared Concerns with Harbormaster Steven Mone Informal Parking/Entrance Way/Accessible Structures/ etc.: Mr. McLaughlin explained that he met and discussed access needs at the Harbormaster Station in Cole Parkway as this station may undergo renovation.  
E) Shared Concerns with Lt. Thomas SPD Informal Parking/ Fines/ Dispatch/ Enhanced 911/etc.: Mr. McLaughlin will check with the SPD to see how many tickets were written in relation to people illegally parking in Handicap Parking Spaces. 
F) School Bus Pickups During Previous Snow Storms: Mr. McLaughlin explained that he worked with different people from the School Department regarding recent notifications about late openings with instructions about bus pickups.  Apparently, people were not being picked up and/or messages were not being received.  Mr. McLaughlin explained that the issues have since been resolved. 

4. New Business
A) Prepare an Agenda for Addressing The Town’s Selectpersons: Mr. Dougan made a motion to have Mr. McLaughlin invite Mr. Dennehey – COD Liaison to the next couple of upcoming COD meetings.  The purpose is to discuss: 1) Lack of COD review for Town projects; 2) The difficulties in communication with key offices within town hall; 3) Determining who the official ADA Coordinator for the town is; 4) The recent AAB Complaints; 5) GATRA, Paratransit,  and the COA relationship and responsibilities; an 6) Ensuring the 5 Administrative Requirements under the ADA have been properly established in Scituate. The motion was seconded by Ms. Schembari.  All voted and the motion passed unanimously, 3-0.
B) The setup and plans for Playgrounds:  The COD is in receipt of an AAB complaint notice regarding the accessible route to the playground located at 54 Vinal Street. The COD was cc’d in this notice.  The COD will continue to monitor as the Building Inspector, Department of Public Works, and Town have also been notified.  
C) Broadening Transportation for the Disabled and/or Their Children/ Dependents: Mr. McLaughlin explained that he has spoken to the GATRA representative to discuss Paratransit options. Ms. Schembari explained that she attended the COA meeting on 1/14/16 and reported that, according to the COA, GATRA is not the service provider, the COA is.  We agreed that further clarification is needed and Mr. Dougan will reach out for further clarification.
D) COA/COD Line Item for Maintenance and Services to Vans: Mr. McLaughlin spoke to the COA Director to remind the COA that there are funds in the COD’s line item to assist with maintenance and fuel for their fleet of vehicles.  All that is needed to transfer the funds are invoices.  

5. Adjournment. Mr. Dougan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Schembari seconded it. All voted to adjourn and the motion passed unanimously, 3-0. The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Jeffrey Dougan
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