Scituate Council on Aging Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Thursday, September 11, 2014

In Attendance:  John Miller, Audrey Reidy, Dr. Gordon Price (Chairman), Beth McCabe (2015 MCOD liaison), Martin O'Toole (Selectman Liaison), Linda Hayes, (COA Director), Debby Young (Secretary), Dale Balog, Lucille Sorrentino (New Member).

Meeting called to order at 5:34PM.  Minutes of August meeting were reviewed.

Question/ Discussion on which program was cancelled due to lack of interest.  It was mentioned that an article re: Pickle-ball program in Marshfield was featured in the Patriot Ledger.  The attendance for Shine appointments fills up before the next month.  Lobster Luncheon was huge success. Concern was expressed about having to put limits on the amount of people who can attend COA programs.

Motion made by Audrey Reidy, 2nd by John Miller to accept minutes of August Meeting.  Motion Carried.

The COA Director reported that the Needs Assessment Project ‘Working Group’ will meet next Weds AM, September 17.  It will be a 6 person group with two advisory meetings scheduled.  One will discuss scope of project and ideas for publicity; the second meeting they will review draft of questionnaire.  They will also interview a few key informants to include town personnel or local residents. Jan Mutchler (UMASS Dept. of Gerontology), Joanne Ball, Linda Hayes, Laura Minier, Carol King, Audrey Reidy and John Miller will participate.  Second meeting will occur in early October. Social and Information events have had a steady attendance level.  Fall Programs begin with Pickle-ball on Monday evenings at 6PM at Jenkins School.  8 people have signed up.  Director travelled to Lakeville to get instruction. COA purchased paddles and balls.  There is a waiting list for evidence-based Tai Chi for Healthy Aging program.  October 15th will be the “Shine Cafe' Talk with a SHINE representative to discuss Medicare part D open enrollment.   Health and Wellness fair will be from 10 AM- 2PM Thurs, Oct., 16th 2014.   Discussed intergenerational community service with the young Rotarians from SHS to help seniors with free seasonal yard work.  Also are looking for more advertising sponsorship for the bi-monthly Senior Center newsletter.   Local Church/Clergy group reached out to SCOA to meet to discuss needs of seniors.  COA has limited resources.  Could help with fuel assistance and reinstating a Friendly Visitor Program.  A new program by Jenny Gerbis is visiting Senior Housing facilities to make those senior residents aware of COA Outreach services.  Jenny does a very good job matching people with resources.  Laura Minier is the town's full time social worker and has given details on what she and Jenny do for seniors to the Board of Selectmen.  Hoarding incidents are increasing.  The Transportation report shows that local rides have decreased and out-of-town rides have increased.  To further assist seniors, volunteers could assist with shopping.  Stop and Shop has the Peapod delivery service, and Scituate Pharmacy has a prescription delivery service.  Melanie, the volunteer and activities coordinator, is paid through the state formula grant.

The South Shore Elder Services report is given by Joan Powers, liaison.   Laura Minier, Scituate, and Lisa Ferguson of Brockton have been approved for joining the SSES Advisor Group.  SSES will have a representative speak at the Health Fair on Thursday, Oct. 16.  SSES receives 875 – 1000 phone calls per month.  Friends of Scituate Seniors will host a meatloaf dinner on Wed, October 1 at 5:00 PM.  Tickets are $7.00.

New Business:    The Board is pleased to welcome Lucille Sorrentino as a new COA board member.  Debby Young discussed poor conditions at Central ball fields upon which the senior soft ball league and school children play.  The senior softball league pays the town to help maintain the field.  Requests have been made to make some improvements but the condition remains poor and high potential for injury.   (Linda has also asked that the fee for use of the ball fields be waived for the softball league.)

There being no further business the board adjourned at 6:35 PM to meet next on Thursday, October 9 at 5:30 PM.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Deborah A. Young

COA Secretary

(Note:  No Video recording of meeting - only Audio)

