Scituate Council on Aging Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
January 8, 2014

In attendance: Joan Powers- Chairman, Meg Stillman, Dale Balog, Jim Harmon, Audrey Reidy and Linda Hayes – COA Director

Meeting was called to order at 6:05PM

Minutes of the December 11, 2013 meeting were approved as submitted.

Staff and Director Reports: Linda Hayes reported that is her first week and a half as the new director she had met with several board members and volunteers, and gotten acquainted with the staff. She visited the Meals on Wheels staff who are looking for additional drivers to deliver meals. Mrs. Hayes has also attended a recent Board of Selectmen’s meeting. As preparation for the upcoming storm in January the staff met with the Scituate fire chief and health department who provided a list of people they thought would be most vulnerable if the storm was severe enough to cause a power outage or severe flooding. The COA now has an expanded list in place the covers several more townspeople who may need assistance at some time in the future.  There will be a “Meet the Director” coffee at the COA in the near future for anyone who would like to come meet Mrs. Hayes. She will be teaching a “Tai Chi for Healthy Aging” class in the future that deals with balance and fall prevention. 
Transportation: In December there were 486 daily rides provided, 54 LINK rides and 1 volunteer ride. The total number of van miles driven in December was 992.

Social Services: There were 4 home visits, 31 visits at the COA, 3 meetings, 56 phone calls, 9 referrals, 124 duplicated numbers and 55 unduplicated numbers. They provided help for fuel assistance to 35 seniors and 25 non-senior residents. They met with the staff of the Scituate Housing Authority.
Mrs. Reidy asked about the old proposal to include a new COA facility in a new housing development the housing authority contemplated building on the Driftway. It was tabled by their board due to other circumstances.

Mrs. Powers reported on the SSES monthly meeting. She will be attending an upcoming legislative breakfast coming up soon. SSES will have a fundraiser on Feb. 8th and an Expo in May.

Mrs. Powers asked for someone on the board to volunteer as the liaison to the Commission on Disabilities Committee as Jerry Fierimonte has resigned. They meet about once a month. 

The library will be closing in November for 1 ½ years. The Friends of the Library will be having a used book sale on January 25 and 26, and again in August. There is no place to store all the used books so they will be on sale with a big reduction.

Old Business: none

New Business: Joanne Ball of  the Friends of Scituate Seniors organization reported on an upcoming meeting with Jan Mutchler from UMass on January 13th. She will discuss a study that has been done in several towns. It is called a Senior Center Needs Assessment to discover what residents want in regards to serving the needs of the senior citizens. It can be tailored to each town’s specific needs and wants. The Friends has already submitted an article to be on the Warrant for the spring town meeting asking for $25K to fund the project. Cost is related to the amount of information that is requested and the means used to gather it. Cohasset spent $15K and Marshfield spent about $30K. 
In the mean time, members of the Friends will be visiting several COA’s on the South Shore and will compile a list of recommendations for a new stand alone COA for Scituate. A discussion on $19K that was brought up by Mrs. Choate, a Friends member and former COA director ensued. Questions were raised as to whether it is still available and where does it appear in the present budget. There was also $10K donated by Jay Cashman for a new COA that Mrs. Stillman brought up. It is important to get out the vote with the seniors and baby boomers at the upcoming town meeting. Hopefully, the information from the survey will lend credibility to the needs of the seniors in Scituate. 
There are two openings on the COA Board if anyone is interested in becoming a member. The board is also looking into changing the day of the week the board meets due to schedule conflicts. 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:50PM

Respectfully submitted,

P.R. Davis 

ADDENDUM TO SCOA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES OF

 1/8/2014

Agenda and minutes of the December 2013 meeting are available at the Town Clerk’s Office

Staff and Director reports are available at the SCOA, 27 Brook St.

