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 TOWN OF SCITUATE   


600 Chief Justice Cushing Highway 







Scituate, Massachusetts 02066








Phone:  781-545-8716








FAX:  781-545-8704
Advisory Commission Meeting Minutes

Thursday, February 20, 2014
Scituate Library
7:00 pm
Committee members in attendance: 



Anthony Antoniello, Karen Connolly, Mark Sandham, Frank Judge, Mike Westort, 

Maura Curran, Jamie Gilmore





Also Present: 
Donna Bangers, Jennifer Vitelli, Andrea Steel, Maura Glancy, Kathy McCormick, Chris Roberts
Steve Dorse, Laura Harbottle, Don Knapp, Jim Barros, Pat Gallavin, John Clarkson
Tricia Vinchesi, Linda Hayes, Jennifer Sullivan, Bill Limbacher 
1. Meeting Called to Order – By Chairperson Curran at 7:04 PM  2nd motion by Karen Connolly
2. Acceptance of agenda–accepted unanimously.

New Business
3A:  Beautification presented by Donna Bangert
The committee has a budget of $19,500 to fund and support their goals. 50% of the budget goes to the purchase of the perennials and annuals for the town. 
· Maura Curran asked if the committee would consider having Ship Shape Day twice a year. She felt that at the end of the summer there is quite a bit of trash.

Donna said that it would all depend on the volunteers; it is a lot of work to undertake twice a year

 Karen commented that it may be difficult to clean up in the fall due to all the leaves falling
· Jamie asked Donna who is responsible for the plantings at the Rotary in Greenbush
Donna said that Kennedys has volunteered for this space. Tricia commented that this parcel of land is state owned

· Karen asked why the glass is not recycled during Ship Shape Day
Donna commented that the glass weighs a lot, and it would be a lot to sort
4A.Conservation Commission presented by Pat Gallivan
The Conservation Commission has a budget of $122,500
· Maura question the additional $1,000 under the contract labor line item
Tricia said it was a longevity check to an employee
· Maura asked if he foresaw an increase in printing and publishing in FY15  
Pat said he anticipated the same number of mailings in FY15
· Maura asked if Pat felt prohibited with the budget restrains
Pat responded that there is no problem covering the main functions of the office. But with the large upcoming projects and 40B projects they need to make their decisions wisely. 

· Karen asked if there was a map available to the public that showed the open spaces in Scituate.
Pat commented a consulting firm has reviewed this and it is in final draft stage, the town hopes to receive it soon. 

Karen asked if this plan will mesh with Conway school

Pat said that the consulting firm reviewed the Conway Report 
Karen responded that she felt this project needed better management of the owned parcels and CPC parking lots.
Pat said a lot of this happens behind the scenes, the commission’s goal is to come out with a map to show the open space plan, tails and parks. He also hopes to improve the signage and directional signs. 
5A: Council on Aging Linda Hayes
· Maura Curran welcomed Linda to the team and asked her what she foresees as upcoming challenges in her new position
Linda responded that the storms that Scituate encounters are always difficult for the seniors. She is looking for assistance for seniors with hardship, as well as expanding the extra-curricular activities for the Scituate seniors.

· Jamie Gilmore questioned if they planned to renovate the existing Council on Aging building
Linda said that this time they will only be cleaning and replacing some carpet.
· Karen Connolly said she had read the survey that was conducted for the Cohasset Seniors, she found this very helpful, and thought Scituate should look in to this
Linda informed the team that, Jan who is a UMass professor that conducted these surveys, has come to speak with Scituate. The petition the Friends of Scituate Seniors has submitted includes the cost for this survey. This petition is something that Scituate will have to vote on 

· Mark Sandham asked Linda for a little insight to her background, and what she feels are the pros and cons for a new senior center. Also if she will be able to meet her goals within the existing building.
Linda explained that she was previously with Duxbury for ten years. Their senior center was previously built, and well established. It met the needs for both the seniors and the community. She feels as though she will have no problem accomplishing her FY15 goals. She is currently looking to have a café concept for the seniors and hopes to have different informative speakers to engage the community. 

· Anthony asked why there was an increase in the repair maintenance line item

Tricia explained this is for the carpet replacement
6A: Veterans Services budget presented by Donald Knapp
The FY 15 budget for the Veterans Services is $218,000. This number is larger than last year due to the increase in clients. Don expressed the growing needs for the current Veterans and that he is trying his best to get the word out about his services. Currently he has 20 full time clients, but foresees that number growing to 30+ in the next year. He informed the team that 75% of his budget is reimbursed by the State; this reimbursement typically takes an average of 12 months. He explained that the budget for the flags placed on the graves at Veterans Day is 100% reimbursed. Don’s biggest concern for the department is that there is no confidentiality since his office is very small and houses 2 employees. He is currently exploring his options to expand.

· Jamie Gilmore questioned how many Veterans the town of Scituate has
Don explained he could not give an exact amount because they try and tack the veterans through the census report and not everyone lists themselves as veterans
Jamie asked if he had any outreach focus, or money to advertise 

Don said that there is a lot of Veteran advertisement on Am radio, TV advertises during March of Dimes, VFW and the Legion also advertises 

Karen mentioned the Scituate community TV and Mariner may also be helpful
· Frank Judge asked if he thought there would be a need to hire more help

Tricia said this will need to be addressed; the position requires special training
· Mike asked if any veteran qualifies for services
Don said they must meet a poverty line, if not that have to fall chap 115 which is filed through state, which is considered a federal level that requires investigation for approval

7A: Jennifer Sullivan presents Board of Health Budget
Jennifer expressed her upcoming challenges will be with the new tobacco regulations, and the multiple 40B’s being installed.
· Frank question if the Goulsten project that will be developed off Hatherly Road will have a 40B section

Jennifer said they are currently exploring this and it is too premature to answer exactly what will happen. This parcel was at one time housed hazardous waste, and needs to develop the sewerage concept further.

Tricia and Jennifer said their plans to be 40B at Stockbridge and Walden Woods
· Mike Westort asked for an update on the Windmill lawsuit
Jennifer said that currently Scituate is waiting to conduct a test which the state has a protocol for; there are standards on wind speed and timing of the windmill. Scituate will be able to conduct this test once we have these conditions.
8A: Recreation Jennifer Vitelli, Maura Glancy, Chris Robertson
Jennifer explained that last year they had a very difficult time finding lifeguards; therefore they have increased the salary this year. Also many of the existing lifeguard’s certification will expire in May while they are away at school. Scituate will be offering a recertification class for these lifeguards. 
· Karen said the FY15 budget is not shown for the recreation revolving funds and the beach sticker fund
Jennifer said she will get the team a copy of the this budget breakdown
Karen questioned why there would be a $52,000 return into the revolving 
Jennifer explained that they were drawing on surplus from year before and the money will roll over

· Maura question the $7500 cost for parking enforcement

Tricia said this was for a seasonal beach police officer
· Frank asked for the reasoning on the high cost for beach trash pickup
Jennifer said that is pick up is done on overtime; Scituate has to pay for the cost of the bags. The removal is done seven days a week every 6 hours, they try and supplement during the summer with the high school workers but this isn’t always available. 
· Anthony questioned the status of the beach cleanup in regards to seaweed removal

Tricia and Jennifer explain that it is very difficult to get the machines on the Scituate beaches; therefore this is done only when it becomes a public health issue.

· Mark Sandham questioned the drop in the FY12 beach sticker fund
Jennifer explained this was the year that the expiration date changed

Mark asked if they thought there was a need to increase the beach sticker cost

Tricia said that there wasn’t a need for a price increase
9A: Planning Budget is presented by Laura Harbottle
Laura presented the board with two important grants they are currently receiving. FEMA is supporting $17,550 towards the cost of the new Coastal Officer that is to be hired to work on the grant applications. This position will be 35 hours, which is full time. The other grant is for Green Communities, $37,500 towards an electric station to be installed in Scituate.
· Mark Westort asked how a homeowner qualifies for an home elevation grant

Laura explained they usually look at your repetitive loss history
10A: Zoning Articles presented by Jim Barros, Bill Limbacher and John Clarkson
Marijuana Article1
Laura presented the revised verbiage for the Marijuana Article. This store may only conduct business in a commercial zone 500 feet from any children ie; schools, this distance is a state mandate. They must hold special licensing and permitting to meet the criteria.
· Mark asked if there has been anyone that has applied or shown interest in a storefront

Laura said at this time she has not heard of anything

Water Resource Article

John Clarkson presented this article to the team, he explained that the water is managed by State Law and Scituate is up for renewal in August, this renewal happens every 20 years. Scituate as a town is unique since we have both wells and reservoir
· Maura questioned why this article was shot down at the last vote

John explained it was too cumbersome and people didn’t properly understand. Therefore they have revised it and will be submitting a map so people understand what will impact them

· Jamie asked what this will impact for a home owner

John said it will impact some home expansion, installation of new in ground pool, tennis courts. People may be able to work around this by installing more impervious materials on their property

· Karen asked if this article will impact the possible development of the Ellis Estate or any possible development at the existing high school
John and Laura said they weren’t positive they would have to explore this further and get back to team

New Overlay District Article
This Article was presented by Jim Barros, which will expand the Greenbush Village District, allowing more retail space, and for the residents to connect to the sewerage.

· Shawn Harris expressed that if this area is put on sewerage, it may upset residents and business owners in North Scituate because they have been on a waiting this for some time. It is something to think about to take into consideration.
11A: Other Business

· Meeting Notes for 2.6.14, 1.30.14 and 1.23.14 were approved with edits by Maura Curran 2nd motion by Jamie Gilmore
· Jamie let the team know they will be touring the DPW on Friday 2.28.14 at 8am
Next meeting: Thursday February 27, 2014 at the Scituate Town Library
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:03 PM 1st motion by Mark 2nd motion by Bob 
Respectfully submitted, 

Lindsey DeSimone, Recording Secretary
2.27.14
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