


Scituate Board of Health Meeting
March 23, 2015
Scituate Town Hall – Selectman’s Hearing Room

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Mr. Russell Clark, Chairman
			Mr. Michael Vazza, BOH Member
			Mr. Steven Pansey, BOH Member

OTHERS PRESENT:	Ms. Jennifer Keefe, Director, Public Health
			Ms. Susan Tice, Health Department

7:00 PM			Open Meeting – Mr. Russell Clark opened the meeting at 7:00 PM 

			
DEVELOPMENT OF PRIVATE WELL REGULATIONS

After Mr. Clark opened the meeting, Jennifer Keefe, Health Director, explained that she made the recommended changes to the private well regulations that the Board members had requested at the last meeting and sent updated copies to them by email on Monday.  She asked them to review the changes and make any additional revisions so she could send the final draft to the other Boards and departments in Scituate for their recommendations.
Mr. Vazza stated that the draft Well Regulations were still a work in progress and that we should distribute them for review to the other Boards and departments as soon as possible.  Mr. Clark asked Ms. Keefe if she had thought of a timeline for getting the suggested revisions back from the other Boards and departments.  Mr. Pansy recommended giving them a month and the suggestions could be discussed by the Board at the May 4th meeting.  Mr. Pansey asked Ms. Keefe for a bullet list of recommendations and she said she would compile the recommended changes by the reviewers so they would correspond with the appropriate sections of the Well Regulations.
HEALTHY 2020 PROJECT COLLABORATION WITH CURRY COLLEGE STUDENT
Ms. Keefe explained that a Curry College Nursing student contacted our Public Health Nurse, Eileen Scotti, and requested to work on a project in conjunction with our Health Department.  Mrs. Scotti and Ms. Keefe had two suggestions and the student chose Lyme disease as her topic.  Ms. Keefe thought Lyme disease was an important topic noting there had been a pretty significant increase in the number of reported cases in Scituate in the last 10 years.  The student liked the idea and is working with multiple departments to collect information and to make a brochure, which will be the largest piece of her project.  It will be Scituate specific and will be offered on a lime colored table outside of our office and in some of the local establishments like Wishbones, the Scituate Animal Shelter and Driftway Animal Hospital to name a few.  The student is also working with John Roser to create a Public Service Announcement on Scituate Community TV.  The purpose is to make people aware that they can be exposed to ticks anywhere.  For example, deer and dogs walk on Scituate beaches and if they are carrying ticks, they can be transferred to people.  The student is focusing on the symptoms of Lyme disease that are not as well-known and she hopes to provide information on little known facts and Scituate specific information.  Ms. Keefe said the brochure and the link to the PSA will be posted on the BOH website.  Mr. Clark suggested that some helpful tips could be included like wearing light color clothing and tucking pants into your socks.   He thought one of the most important tasks would be to teach the difference between a deer and wood tick.  Ms. Keefe said that one of the pamphlets we will provide is a card identifying the different ticks and their sizes.  The Board members acknowledged that it was a worthwhile project and were appreciative of the work that had been done to put the information together.
Motion to adjourn meeting 7:22pm
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