                                                     SUCY-EN-BRIE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
                                                                                   APRIL 2, 2024

1. Call to order:  4:07 PM   ATTENDANCE:   Betty, Meghan, Susan H, Pat (phone), Anne Marie, Diane, MaryAnn, Susan S, Suzanne, Emilie

2. Secretary’s report:  Minutes of the March 5th meeting were approved after the following changes were made- #8 add “and Rhode Island” after “on the Cape”.  Change “for all families” to “all Scituate families”.  Add “and return” after “at departure”.  Lastly, change “Diane will pick out a gift” to “Anne Marie will pick out a gift”. 

3. Treasurer’s Report: Emilie reported that after two expenditures were accounted for after her report was printed the new balance is $5,042.26.

4. Betty made a plea for a volunteer to replace Emilie as Treasurer.  Please consider this important position if so inclined. 

5. French Cooking event must be rescheduled due to the availability of Fred.  Date to be determined.  *Sue H will be in touch with Fred about a date.

6. Sister City annual meeting:  Angela asked each committee to come up with dates and agenda items. After a discussion, it was decided to say we are flexible, we think it works out well to keep the meeting at the Senior Center so we can bring food like the last time and to be sure to include discussion about the Calendar fundraising event on the agenda. *Betty will follow up with Angela. 

7. Visitor Center request:  The Scituate Visitor Center requests that we make a donation.  After a discussion, it was decided that *Betty would get more information- Are all other organizations making a donation?  How much of a donation? 

8. Olympic Project Update:  Anne Marie showed a picture of the silver 1-4-3 necklace from Darilyn’s she will purchase for the committee to present to Natalie.  Students have been notified of their host families and may start correspondence with them. *Anne Marie would like Ann Mullen to send an overview of the trip to our membership. It was suggested that she write up a report with all the details and send it as an attachment to Ann who could then update the membership.  Susan Sloane will be interviewing a group of students before the trip then follow up with another interview afterwards. Seth from Scituate cable TV will come to the departure and return at the Community Center.  Jim O is the captain of the basketball team, Pat is the captain of the volleyball team and Anne Marie will be the table tennis captain at the games. Jim has set up a group chat for our Olympic Games group. Permission slips (for photos) are being done.  We have reserved the Scituate Community Center for departure (Saturday April 27th) 3:30-4:45 and for arrival (Monday May 6th) 3:30-4:30. On Monday, there will be a brief Welcome Home meeting with refreshments in the Community Center.  (editor’s note: Please feel free to come welcome our team home!)   Lastly, there was a discussion about chaperones’ airfare coverage. Still in the works.
 
9. Bastille Day Celebration:  Megan called the Alliance Française but hasn’t heard back. We discussed having a similar party as last year’s at the Senior Center but making the menu simpler and having French music playing.  It was suggested to have a simple picnic theme (brie and ham and cheese baguette sandwiches). There was a long discussion about how last year’s celebration went and it was decided to look back at the ‘debriefing’ notes in the minutes to refresh our memories of what worked and what didn’t.  Diane mentioned we need to have more committees dedicated to each part of the affair in advance so there would be plenty of help. Bring your suggestions to the next meeting. 

10. St Patrick’s Day recap:  Diane and Myles represented our committee on the Sister City Project float.  The distribution of candy was a little out of control…. maybe suggest not having the candy part?  Emilie said it is a major draw for families with little kids. Diane suggested having small information cards about our group we could give out during the parade.  Betty said we could discuss the parade in more detail at the annual Sister City Project this spring. 


11. Fall Bus trip: in the interest of time, this item was tabled to another meeting, but we were told it concerns hosting a French Art event in the fall by organizing a bus trip to the MFA and having a guided tour of the French exhibits then maybe lunch after.  There are almost two hundred names on our membership list. We would advertise the trip through that database.

12. New Business:  There was a brief discussion about the French cookbook we have a few copies of and whether we could duplicate them for the participants of the French Cooking Demo with Fred. * Betty will check with Anita and Nicole to find out how many we have. 

13. Adjourn:  The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 PM


Respectfully submitted,
Diane Dufault (for Kate Logar)
Next Meeting:  May 7th

Action items are denoted by *



