   COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES MEETING
Wednesday December 14, 2016
Saint Luke’s Church, Gordon Room.
MEMBERS PRESENT: John McLaughlin, Chairperson; Athena Brodsky, member Michelle Murphy, member; Elaine Schembari, member. 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Megan Sommer, member
1.  Call to Order. Chairperson John McLaughlin called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM at St. Luke’s Church.
2.  Acceptance of Past Minutes. Acceptance of November minutes were approved by Mr. McLaughlin and seconded by Ms. Murphy.
3:  Old Business
A) Jenkins Curb Cut:  Work on the path has not been started but is scheduled to be completed by spring 2017. We will monitor this.
B) New Middle School and New Safety Complex: Still need an invitation to review. The refuge area in the new Middle School is a concern as the room has non-breakable glass in the windows and doors. We will monitor this.
C) Shared Concerns with Harbor Master as to Parking/Entrance Way and Accessibility of Structures Shared Concerns with Lieutenant Thomas/ Parking Fines/ Dispatch/ Enhanced 911: Need for lifts at Harbor and Marina was discussed with town officials. Discussed parking tickets with town officials. Ms. Vinchesi will follow up with police and will also assure them that the parking area outside Mill Wharf is not considered private property and is subject to handicapped access rules. We will monitor this.

D) Broadening Transportation: Mr. McLaughlin will continue to promote awareness of the increased availability of GATRA. A new schedule and route will be available as of 1/1/17. We will monitor this.
E) Open Meeting Law Remote Participation: In discussion with town officials we told them the first thing we need is internet access. They stated that all of Town Hall had access. They will look to ensure we can use a meeting room in Town Hall as of the spring.
F) Training: On-going meetings with Recreation Department to evaluate compliance with all Town Recreation areas.
G) Playgrounds: Nothing new to report we will monitor this.
H) Country Way and Tilden Roads Ongoing concerns with the sidewalks and curb cuts. This was discussed in detail at meeting with town officials. They acknowledged there is a problem.
I) Sea Walls/Beach Entrance Ways: Nancy Fay identified as chair of this commission. They are considering ordering movable handicapped accessible walkways. Mr. McLaughlin has discussed with them
4. New Business
A) Treasurer’s Role: Discussion with Ms. Brodsky about aspects of her role. Not fully resolved will bring to next meeting.
B) Report n Meeting with Town Officials   Meeting was held with Marty O’Toole, Chairman of BOS, Patricia Vinchesi, Town Administrator, Bob Vogel Town ADA Coordinator, John McLaughlin, Chairperson of COD, Elaine Schembari, Secretary of COD. Meeting was held at request of Mr. McLaughlin to address concerns of COD. Various aspects of meeting noted above. Also discussed was the need for an external consultant to be hired to complete an up to date Transition Plan for all the Town. All were agreed and this will be added to the Budget for 2018 which will be voted on at Spring Town Meeting. Ms. Schembari will follow up to ensure all at the meeting have the same understanding. There will be another meeting in late January.
C) Mariner Articles: Not ready yet
D) Upcoming Training and Seminars No new sessions identified this month.
5.  Potential Past and New ADA Violations Awareness: We are in c for fire extinguishers with the Fire Chief. If used, they automatically alert that they are in use. 
6.  Chairperson’s Comments:
7.  Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ms. Brodsky and seconded by Ms. Murphy. Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.
The next COD meeting is scheduled for January 11, 2017 at 7:30 PM.at Saint Luke’s Church, Gordon Room.
Respectfully submitted,
Elaine Schembari
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