COMMISSION ON DISABILITIES MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday February 8, 2017
Saint Luke’s Church, Gordon Room.
MEMBERS PRESENT: John McLaughlin, Chairperson; Athena Brodsky, member; Elaine Schembari, member; Megan Sommer Vice Chairperson.
ABSENT: Michelle Murphy, member.
GUESTS: Jennifer Arnold, Principal Jenkins School; Wayne Ross, member Friends of Scituate Commission on Disabilities.

1.  Call to Order. Vice Chairperson Megan Sommer called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM at St. Luke’s Church.
2.  Acceptance of Past Minutes. Motion to accept January minutes was made by Ms. Sommer, seconded by Ms. Schembari and approved unanimously.

4. New Business:
Discussion on Pilot Program at Jenkins School Joanne Ferrara with John McLaughlin have proposed a GATRA plan to afford after school transportation to persons with a disability. GATRA is not allowed on school property 30 minutes before school or 30 minutes after school. However, there will be a trial to provide after school rides for students who may want to stay for extra help, therapy, continuing education programs, etc. All GATRA drivers are CORI and CPR certified. Ms. Arnold is fully in support of this project.
3:  Old Business
A) Monitoring:  
1) Jenkins School Curb cut and path are complete
2) New Middle School and Safety Building Plans – awaiting invitation to do walk through
3) Shared Concerns with Harbormaster Steven Mone. Parking/Entrance Way/Accessibility of Structures/etc. TRRA meetings Parking/Fines/Dispatch/Enhanced 911/etc. Locating All the Town of Scituate, Massachusetts Handicap Parking Spaces  
HP curbs at Cole Parkway need hash marks for van spots., hopefully improve communications with an additional tower.
4) The Setup and Plans for New and all Playgrounds. Preliminary fundraising starting.
5) Training: On-going meetings with Recreation Department to evaluate compliance with all Town Recreation areas. Nothing new to report
B) Broadening Transportation: Mr. McLaughlin will continue to promote awareness of the increased availability of GATRA. Please see new business above.
C) Open Meeting Law Remote Participation: We have been told that this will be available in the BOS meeting room and at the Safety Building. The BOS meeting room is not set up as handicapped accessible.
D) Country Way and Tilden Road Trail Plans. 
E) Town of Scituate, Massachusetts' "TRANSITION PLAN." Is in Town Budget to be voted on at Town Meeting.
F) Sea Walls/Beach Entrance Ways: Mat will be 6 ft. wide 18 feet long at landing a total of 120 feet long. Egypt Beach to have 6-foot-wide board walk, 120 ft. long with turnaround.
G) Follow up on meeting with Town Officials. Entrance to Harbormaster building has new threshold enabling handicap access.
H) Treasurer’s Role: Okay. No further discussion needed.
4. New Business
A) Council on Aging Update – Irish Music night to be held at River Club on March 10.
B) MOD ART Project: Preliminary discussion on this Juried Art Project for “Breaking Barriers” Available to all abilities. Jim Thomas at High School is interested and possibility of inviting residents of Group Home on First Parish Road. Discussion tabled until next meeting.

C) Plans for Scituate Dog Park No discussion as just informed that the town will not provide water for the park.
D) Blueprint Review for Country Way Plans to be viewed for behind Morning Glory Will be two buildings in quasi historical site. Will meet later
E) Upcoming Training and Seminars 3-day seminar Approved unanimously

5.  Potential Past and New ADA Violations Awareness: 
6.  Chairperson’s Comments:
7.  Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ms. Schembari and seconded by Ms. Brodsky. Approved unanimously Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.
The next COD meeting is scheduled for March 8, 2017 at 7:30 PM.at Saint Luke’s Church, Gordon Room.
Respectfully submitted,
Elaine Schembari
PAGE  
2

